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The article is devoted to analyzing the role of religious studies education as one of the key
instruments of religious security in countering Russia's religious informational propaganda in
its contemporary hybrid wars. It's noted that under the conditions of the ongoing military ag-
gression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the hybrid religious war has become par-
ticularly acute, serving as a component of the broader hybrid strategy of the aggressor state.
This type of influence is characterized by the combination of religious narratives with means of
informational-psychological pressure, cyber operations, and systematic support of religious in-
stitutions by Russian state structures. The primary goal of such actions is to undermine the
internal stability of Ukrainian society, incite interconfessional hostility, delegitimize spiritual
unity, and sacralize war by justifying it through pseudo-religious rhetoric. The significance of
religious security as an important component of national security is emphasized, which should
be understood as a multi-vector category that combines spiritual-cultural, legal, security, and
socio-political dimensions aimed at achieving religious stability and civil peace. Religious secu-
rity is a component of overall societal security and the cultural-spiritual environment, encom-
passing legal, social, educational, informational, moral-ethical, and political aspects of regulat-
ing religious relations. The research is based on the results of a survey of Ukrainian university
students, which revealed that the overwhelming majority of respondents (two-thirds) positively
perceive the necessity of introducing educational courses on religious security and religious
studies that would help better understand contemporary challenges in the religious sphere.
Among learning formats, online courses, electronic libraries, and podcasts are popular, as they
provide opportunities to acquire knowledge in an informal environment, at convenient times for
listeners, in connection with current events, discussions, interfaith dialogues, or social transfor-
mations.
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Introduction

The relevance of the research problem is determined
by the fact that the contemporary hybrid war that the Rus-
sian Federation is waging against Ukraine extends far be-
yond conventional military actions, encompassing informa-
tional, cultural, psychological, and religious spheres. In this
context, religious security emerges as an important com-
ponent of national security, since manipulation of religious
identity, the use of religious rhetoric for propaganda pur-
poses, and the undermining of interconfessional harmony
can contribute to societal destabilization, reduction of trust
in state institutions, and threats to social unity. Against this
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background, religious studies education acquires particu-
lar significance as a factor in forming critical thinking, inter-
confessional tolerance, spiritual literacy, and citizens' resil-
ience to disinformation based on religious grounds. It pro-
motes society's awareness of the diversity of Ukraine's re-
ligious landscape, counters radicalization and religious ex-
tremism, and creates conditions for harmonious interaction
between different confessions under the global threats of
modernity.

The aim of the research is to determine the main di-
rections for the development of religious studies education
in the context of forming religious security of Ukrainian so-
ciety. The aim necessitates the fulfillment of the following
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tasks: defining the essence of hybrid war threats in the re-
ligious sphere under conditions of Russia's full-scale inva-
sion; analyzing hostile propaganda religious narratives that
threaten the national security of Ukrainian society; deter-
mining the main directions of religious studies education
aimed at ensuring religious security of Ukrainian society,
particularly among youth.

The state of problem research. The problem of reli-
gious security as a component of Ukraine's national secu-
rity became the object of scholarly attention among Ukrain-
ian religious studies scholars even before the full-scale in-
vasion, with the intensification of ideological threats to na-
tional consciousness from the Russian Orthodox Church
and its satellite — the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
Moscow Patriarchate (UOC MP). The most active work in
this direction is being conducted by a team of scholars from
the Religious Studies Department — A. Kolodnyi,
L. Fylypovych, O. Horkusha. Since 2022, the circle of
scholars researching this problem has expanded — these
include studies by Ye. Kharkovshchenko, Ye. Piletsky, Yu.
Skoklyuk, V. Turenko, O. Predko, A. Mishchuk,
M. Mishchuk, and others. Analysis of scholarly research in-
dicates attention to this problem not only from religious
studies scholars but also from legal scholars, political sci-
entists, and philosophers, which demonstrates the neces-
sity of interdisciplinary approaches in researching this
problem.

Research methods

For a comprehensive analysis of the interrelationship
between education, religion, security, and social stability, a
systemic method was applied; socio-philosophical analysis
enabled the understanding of the functions of religious
studies in society under crisis conditions. In the context of
hybrid war, the application of the hermeneutic method
made it possible to reveal how religious narratives can be
used for manipulation, or conversely — for forming inter-
faith dialogue and spiritual resistance. The application of
comparative analysis enabled the comparison of different
models of religious studies education. The structural-func-
tional method contributed to studying how digital technolo-
gies change established educational approaches to the
study of religion. Among the empirical research methods,
questionnaire surveys were used: the study, which was
conducted in June 2025, involved students from Borys
Grinchenko Kyiv Metropolitan University, Bila Tserkva Na-
tional Agrarian University, and Bila Tserkva Humanitarian-
Pedagogical College. The total number of participants was
111 first- to third-year students. The average age of re-
spondents was 19 years. All participants were informed
about the research purpose and the anonymity of their re-
sponses, and voluntarily agreed to participate in the sur-
vey. The diagnostic stage was based on a written ques-
tionnaire completed through Google Forms (original con-
tent design). Quantitative and qualitative analytical meth-
ods were used for data processing. The obtained diagnos-
tic information was subjected to interpretation and gener-
alization at the final research stage.

Results and Discussion

Hybrid war as one of the key challenges of the modern
era is characterized by a complex combination of military,
informational, cyber, economic, and political instruments of
influence, which significantly complicates its recognition,
prevention, and effective resistance. According to
T. Solmaz's classification, the concept of hybrid war can be

interpreted in five main meanings: as a combination of tra-
ditional combat means, irregular tactics, terrorist and crim-
inal actions within a single space of confrontation; as coor-
dinated use of regular and irregular forces under central-
ized leadership; as application of a wide spectrum of mili-
tary and non-military methods to achieve strategic ad-
vantage; as conducting operations below the threshold of
open armed aggression, including a combination of violent
and non-violent actions; and as achieving political goals
through implementation of non-violent subversive strate-
gies (Solmaz, 2022).

According to M. Weissmann, N. Nilsson, B. Palmertz,
and P. Thunholm, hybrid war emerges as a multidimen-
sional strategy that integrates elements of traditional and
"irregular" warfare with cyber operations, disinformation,
diplomatic pressure, and foreign political interference
(Weissmann et al., 2021). In this context, contemporary hy-
brid conflicts significantly extend beyond classical armed
confrontation, acquiring distinctly pronounced psychologi-
cal and informational dimensions that substantially trans-
form the nature of combat actions and influence the dy-
namics of social processes.

Ukraine's National Security Strategy states that "de-
structive propaganda both from outside and within Ukraine,
using social contradictions, incites hostility, provokes con-
flicts, and undermines social unity. The absence of a com-
prehensive state information policy and weakness of the
strategic communications system complicate the neutrali-
zation of this threat" (National Security Strategy of Ukraine,
2020).

Under these conditions, particular attention should be
paid to the religious factor, which increasingly becomes an
object of manipulation by initiators of hybrid influences.
Due to its irrational nature, religion can be used as an ef-
fective means of influencing public consciousness, espe-
cially among the believing population. In this context, reli-
gious cyberspace plays an increasingly important role: it
provides new communication formats, promotes the for-
mation of online communities in social networks, dissemi-
nation of digital religious practices such as online worship
services, virtual pilgrimages, use of mobile applications for
prayer, meditation, and other spiritual practices (Lom-
achinska, Hryshyna, 2024).

However, it should be emphasized that under condi-
tions of global informational threats, religious cyberspace
also transforms into an arena of active informational con-
frontation, where alongside positive functions, destructive
influences also occur, aimed at disorientation, inciting in-
terconfessional hostility, and weakening society's spiritual
unity.

Hybrid religious wars in the digital environment can be
interpreted as a specific form of conflict that combines reli-
gious-ideological motivation with instruments of informa-
tional, psychological, and cyber warfare implemented in
virtual space. The peculiarity of this type of war is the active
use of digital technologies — social networks, hacker at-
tacks, disinformation campaigns, etc. — with the aim of
spreading religious propaganda, radicalizing certain
groups, intensifying polarization of religious identity, ma-
nipulating consciousness, destabilizing the social environ-
ment, and exacerbating interconfessional contradictions.

Under the conditions of the ongoing military aggression
of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, the hybrid reli-
gious war has become particularly acute, serving as a com-
ponent of the broader hybrid strategy of the aggressor
state. This type of influence is characterized by the combi-
nation of religious narratives with means of informational-
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psychological pressure, cyber operations, and systematic
support of religious institutions by Russian state structures.
The primary goal of such actions is to undermine the inter-
nal stability of Ukrainian society, incite interconfessional
hostility, delegitimize spiritual unity, and sacralize war by
justifying it through pseudo-religious rhetoric.

In the context of the current security situation in
Ukraine, hybrid warfare extends beyond traditional armed
confrontations, encompassing new spheres — particularly
psychological, informational, and economic. Significant at-
tention in this aspect is given to influencing public opinion
through systematic dissemination of fake news, discredit-
ing institutions, forming panic moods, and undermining
trust in state authorities (Lomachinska et al., 2025).

Among the instruments of hybrid religious influence,
the following particularly stand out: ideological justification
of aggressive foreign policy through appeals to sacred val-
ues; use of religious confrontation lexicon in public
speeches by the leadership of the Russian Orthodox
Church; dissemination of destructive messages through
church media, sermons, and other communication chan-
nels aimed at forming hostile attitudes toward Ukrainian
statehood and legitimizing violence.

These challenges actualize scientific attention to the
problem of hybrid threats, which is actively growing in con-
temporary Ukrainian religious studies. As noted by
L. Fylypovych and A. Kolodnyi, the religious threats that
have emerged before Ukraine under conditions of full-
scale war reflect both external and internal challenges to
spiritual security and social integrity of the state. Such
threats include: destruction of places of worship, violence

against representatives of various confessions, forced dis-
placement of civilian population, particularly children, with
subsequent denationalization, as well as imposition of oc-
cupation regime accompanied by destruction of Ukrainian
identity. Particular danger is posed by religious legitimiza-
tion of war by the Russian Orthodox Church, which pre-
sents military aggression as a sacred war (Fylypovych &
Kolodnyi, 2024).

Within the framework of hybrid war unleashed by the
Russian Federation, religion is purposefully used as an in-
strument of manipulative influence on both internal and ex-
ternal information space. Central roles in this process are
played by ideological constructs such as Russian world,
Holy Rus and triune people which perform functions of po-
litical mobilization, legitimization of aggression, and justifi-
cation of violence. These concepts are used to form loyalty
to Russia's aggressive policy, stimulate participation in mil-
itary actions, devalue human life, and prevent alternative
positions, which are branded as heresy, betrayal, or hostil-
ity toward the so-called Russian civilization (Khar-
kovshchenko et al., 2024).

Based on a survey conducted among students of
Ukrainian higher education institutions, among the main
goals of Russian religious propaganda (Figure 1), respond-
ents identified the promotion of the Russian world idea, de-
moralization of Ukrainian society, and legitimization of ag-
gression. That is, Ukrainian youth identifies external
threats from the aggressor country that extend beyond re-
ligion as more dangerous than purely confessional ones,
such as creating divisions between confessions.

In your opinion, what is the main goal of Russian religious propaganda?

Protecting traditional values

Creating division between confessions
Promoting the idea of "Russian world"
Demoralizing Ukrainians

Legitimizing aggression

Other

0,00% 5,00% 10,00% 15,00% 20,00% 25,00% 30,00%

Fig. 1. Main Goal of Russian Religious Propaganda

The ideology of the Russian world forms the ideological
foundation of contemporary Rashism, synthesizing ele-
ments of great-power nationalism, imperial consciousness,
neo-Eurasianism, conservative political doctrine, and Rus-
sian Orthodox worldview. Within its framework, Russia
seeks to exercise cultural-ideological domination in the
post-Soviet space, appealing to Russian and Russian-
speaking communities not only as language carriers but
also as objects of civilizational integration (Horikhovskyi,
2023).

Researcher S. Shumylo emphasizes attempts by the
leadership of the Moscow Patriarchate to give sacred sta-
tus to the Russian state and its political regime by endow-
ing them with messianic characteristics. Such a combina-
tion of religious symbolism with political discourse leads to
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the formation of a new form of civil religion that, while pre-
serving external attributes of Christianity, actually contra-
dicts evangelical values. In this context, Patriarch Kirill acts
as the chief ideologist of a new aggressive quasi-religious
doctrine that is integrated into the official ideology of Rus-
sia's ruling regime and used to sacralize armed aggression
against Ukraine. The consequences of such worldview jus-
tification have been mass casualties among civilian popu-
lation and war crimes that can be interpreted as acts of
genocide (Shumylo, 2024).

Specifically, almost 56% of respondents often or par-
tially encountered the promotion by Russian propaganda
of ideological concepts of sacred war from representatives
of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) (Figure 2).
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Have you encountered "sacred war" rhetoric from representatives of the Russian
Orthodox Church (ROC)

mYes
= No

Partially

Fig. 2. Encounter with "Sacred War" Rhetoric from the Russian Orthodox Church

Under the conditions of existing military, social, and po-
litical threats facing Ukrainian society, when religious nar-
ratives can be used as instruments of ideological struggle
or destabilization, the problem of religious security be-
comes acute. This should be understood as a multi-vector
category that combines spiritual-cultural, legal, security,
and socio-political dimensions aimed at achieving religious
stability and civil peace in society.

The concept of religious security was first conceptual-
ized in the context of countering hybrid threats from the
Russian Federation in the scholarly works of A. Kolodnyi
and L. Fylypovych. In their research, religious security is
interpreted as a state of protection of the national spiritual
and religious space from external aggression, destructive
influence, interference, imposition of foreign models, coer-
cion, and artificial adjustment carried out by foreign (pri-
marily non-Ukrainian) state, religious, or socio-political
structures (Kolodnyi & Fylypovych, 2020). Such actions
are viewed as purposeful attempts to undermine the iden-
tity of the Ukrainian religious world, reduce its resistance
to external influences, and weaken resistance to cultural-
ideological expansion, particularly from the so-called Rus-
sian world. Thus, in the works of domestic researchers, re-
ligious security emerges as an important factor in preserv-
ing spiritual sovereignty, national identity, and socio-cul-
tural integrity of Ukraine under conditions of hybrid warfare.

In this context, religious security is a component of
overall societal security and the cultural-spiritual environ-
ment, encompassing legal, social, educational, informa-
tional, moral-ethical, and political aspects of regulating re-
ligious relations. It presupposes not only protection of the
rights of believers and religious organizations but also
counteracting manipulative or extremist use of religion as
an instrument of influence, pressure, or conflict.

In scholarly literature, religious security is viewed as a
multidimensional phenomenon encompassing the protec-
tion of religious freedom, spiritual values, and the function-
ing of religious institutions in a stable social environment.
Specifically, O. Predko interprets religious security as a
state in which basic religious rights are guaranteed — free-
dom of conscience and belief, equality of religious commu-
nities — and conditions are created for constructive inter-
action between the state and religious organizations. Par-
ticular attention is given to the integration of spiritual-moral
values into social life, which, in turn, contributes to
strengthening the moral foundation of society. The author
emphasizes the necessity of a balanced model of state-
church relations that would combine ensuring the interests
of religious communities with adherence to the principle of
state secularism (Predko, 2025).

Specifically, more than 80% of respondents see a sig-
nificant or partial threat to interfaith peace in Ukraine from
Russian propaganda (Figure 3)..

Does Russian religious propaganda threaten interfaith peace in Ukraine?

H Yes, significantly
u Partially
No

Fig. 3. Threat of Russian Religious Propaganda to Interfaith Peace in Ukraine
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Ukrainian researchers consistently emphasize the
close interconnection of religious security with political pa-
rameters of state functioning. In this context, religious se-
curity includes a complex of measures and political deci-
sions aimed at protecting citizens' rights and freedoms in
the sphere of religion, as well as preventing conflicts that
may arise on religious grounds. As M. Mishchuk and
Yu. Mishchuk emphasize, religious security is an important
component of Ukraine's national security, since religion
has a significant impact on the formation of national iden-
tity, social values, and social cohesion. At the same time,
threats related to religious intolerance, activities of reli-
gious organizations affiliated with foreign centers, or open
support for the aggressor country (Russian Federation)
can cause serious societal destabilization and call into
question the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the state
(Mishchuk & Mishchuk, 2024).

As I. Ishkhanishvili notes, religious security cannot be
considered in isolation from the general system of national
security. The religious factor is closely intertwined with po-
litical, humanitarian, and cultural dimensions of security,
and depending on the specific situation, one or another di-
mension may acquire priority significance. Specifically, in
cases where religious threat has explicit motivation, it
transforms into a national-political problem, and its escala-
tion can cause humanitarian crises that require a compre-
hensive state response (Ishkhanishvili, 2025).

Specifically, 63% of respondents insist on the necessity
to fully regulate/prohibit religious organizations that dis-
seminate pro-Russian narratives, 11% see the necessity of
such actions only for the duration of the war, and only 9%
consider such actions inappropriate (Figure 4).

Do you think the state should regulate/prohibit religious organizations that
disseminate pro-Russian narratives?

mYes, completely
® Only during wartime
No

m Difficult to answer

Fig. 4. Support for State Regulation of Religious Organizations Spreading Pro-Russian Narratives

Within contemporary religious studies discourse,
Ukrainian researchers L. Fylypovych and A. Kolodnyi em-
phasize the importance of developing a comprehensive
national religious security strategy as a response to hybrid
threats from the Russian Federation. Among its priority
tasks, they identify: formation of a Ukraine-centric value
space; protection of freedom of belief and confessional plu-
ralism; openness of religious organizations to partnership
with the state and civil society; establishment of non-dis-
crimination policy based on religious grounds; strengthen-
ing expert analytical support of religious topics in media
and scientifically grounded public discourse (Fylypovych &
Kolodnyi, 2024).

Under current conditions of armed conflict, the issue of
ensuring religious security acquires particular importance
in the state's humanitarian policy. Ye. Kharkovshchenko
and V. Turenko emphasize the importance of strict adher-
ence to legislative norms regarding freedom of conscience
and the right to free religious belief even under martial law

conditions. The scholars emphasize that one of the key
tasks of humanitarian policy during the period of full-scale
aggression by the Russian Federation against Ukraine is
protecting the fundamental rights of believers, particularly
the right to freely practice religion. Preventing religious
conflicts that can be instrumentalized by hostile forces to
destabilize the internal situation in the state becomes par-
ticularly relevant. In this context, special attention should
be given to supporting internally displaced persons, ensur-
ing their ability to realize religious needs in a new sociocul-
tural environment. Also, an extremely important element of
countering external threats is informational support aimed
at neutralizing destructive propaganda and disinformation
that exploits religious themes to incite interreligious tension
(Kharkovshchenko & Turenko, 2024). Regarding the level
of religious security in Ukraine under current conditions,
the dominant opinion among respondents is that it is closer
to average (40.5%) (Figure 5).

How would you assess the level of religious security in Ukraine today?

40% 32%

B
22%

® Average
m High
Low

m Cannot assess

Fig. 5. Current Level of Religious Security in Ukraine
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In accordance with the scholarly foundations of the se-
curity paradigm, L. Fylypovych and O. Horkusha emphasize
the necessity of adhering to principles that affirm human dig-
nity and freedom, including freedom of worldview and belief.
According to their approach, effective provision of religious
security presupposes creating conditions in which believing
individuals and religious organizations have the opportunity
to freely carry out their activities aimed at strengthening the
spiritual and social potential of civil society, particularly in the
context of affirming the national identity of the Ukrainian
state (Fylypovych & Horkusha, 2024). The authors distin-

guish five key dimensions of religious security: legal-juridi-
cal, social-civic, institutional-organizational, worldview-ideo-
logical, and educational-enlightenment. The latter involves
developing religious studies competence among schoolchil-
dren, student youth, and the general public, which is an im-
portant prerequisite for forming a tolerant and critically think-
ing society.

Regarding the introduction of state policy supporting
education about religion under wartime conditions, more
than 70% of respondents hold the opinion about its neces-
sity fully or partially, and only 30% do not see expediency
in such measures (Figure 6)

Should state policy be implemented to support education about religion in the
context of hybrid warfare?

mYes
mNo

Partially

Fig. 6. State Support for Religious Education in the Context of Hybrid Warfare

Also, almost 59% of respondents are confident that re-
ligious studies education can fully or partially contribute to
reducing interconfessional tension in society (Figure 7).

Accordingly, one of the key instruments for ensuring re-
ligious security is the systematic expansion of religious
studies education, which allows for forming stable
worldview and civic immunity to destructive influences, ma-
nipulations on religious grounds, interconfessional hostil-
ity, and attempts to use religion in the interests of hostile

ideologies. After all, religious studies knowledge provides
systematic understanding of the role of religion as a social,
cultural, and political phenomenon. It promotes critical
comprehension of religious pluralism, formation of toler-
ance, and interfaith dialogue.

The awareness of the unambiguous necessity of stud-
ying religions to understand contemporary challenges of
religious propaganda is held by 48%, and 27% support this
idea partially (Figure 8).

Can religious studies education contribute to reducing interconfessional
tension in society?

mYes
m Partially
No

m | don't know

Fig. 7. Impact of Religious Studies Education on Interconfessional Tension

Does knowledge of religious traditions and professions help to better
understand contemporary challenges, particularly religious propaganda?

mYes
mNo

Partially

Fig. 8. Effect of Religious Knowledge on Understanding Propaganda
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In the context of the Ukrainian higher education sys-
tem, the study of religion is carried out based on the prin-
ciple of academic freedom, which presupposes the possi-
bility of choosing forms and methods of the educational
process according to the individual worldview orientations
of students. Among effective pedagogical practices that
contribute to deeper mastery of material, survey methods,
discussion, and discursive analysis using an appropriate
complex of analytical tools are recognized as most effec-
tive.

The methodological foundation for studying religion in
higher education institutions is built on the integration of
several complementary approaches. First, the informa-
tional approach emphasizes the necessity of forming stu-
dents' understanding of freedom of thought, ideological

pluralism, and freedom of conscience within the framework
of studying religion as a social phenomenon. Second, the
culturological approach promotes comprehension of the
role of religious traditions and beliefs in the formation and
development of cultural space.

Third, the critical-analytical approach presupposes
deep analysis of religious processes and phenomena
through the lens of cause-and-effect relationships, which
forms students' capacity for independent thinking, schol-
arly reflection, and interdisciplinary comprehension of hu-
manity's religious experience (Lomachinska, Martych,
2021). In this context, 68.5% of respondents perceive the
idea of a mandatory religious studies course for students
of all specialities positively or neutrally; however, almost
one-third do not support such initiatives (Figure 9).

How do you regard the idea of a mandatory religious studies education course for
students of all specialities?

u Positively
m Neutrally

Negatively

Fig. 9. Support for Mandatory Religious Studies Education for All Students

We believe that online courses on the foundations of
religious security have significant potential in countering
modern hybrid religious wars, as they would facilitate the
acquisition of basic knowledge about the history of reli-
gions, the fundamentals of confessional diversity, and prin-
ciples of interfaith dialogue. This will help participants criti-
cally perceive religiously colored disinformation, distin-
guish authentic religious values from manipulative mes-
sages aimed at provoking conflicts. Overall, online educa-
tion creates conditions for preventing religious extremism

by offering open dialogue, access to verified knowledge,
and interfaith mutual understanding. Due to the accessibil-
ity of online courses, itis possible to reach broad segments
of the population, particularly youth, who are vulnerable to
radical ideologies. Specifically, among those surveyed,
71% fully or partially support the idea of implementing
online courses on the foundations of religious security or
religious studies education (Figure 10).

Do you believe that higher education institutions should implement online
courses on foundations of religious security or religious studies education?

mYes
mNo

Partially

Fig. 10. Importance of Online Courses on Religious Security or Religious Studies in Higher Education

It is worth paying attention to the specificity of the infor-
mation component of hybrid warfare in the religious
sphere, which encompasses not only traditional media re-
sources but also electronic libraries that have become are-
nas of struggle for the interpretation of history and ideolog-
ical control over religious consciousness. The Russian side
actively uses digital library platforms to disseminate dis-
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torted historical and religious information, particularly falsi-
fied materials aimed at revising the history of the Metropo-
lis of Kyiv, denying the autocephaly of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, and justifying ecclesiastical subordina-
tion to Moscow. In this context, the need for information
countermeasures becomes urgent through the develop-
ment of Ukrainian digital library resources of theological,
historical, and cultural studies orientation, which should
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perform not only preservation but also educational, analyt-
ical, and ideological-strategic functions. Expanding access
to academically verified sources, comprehending historical
heritage, and supporting national identity are key tasks un-
der conditions of hybrid aggression (Lomachinska, 2024).

Particular attention should be paid to religious studies
literature housed in the electronic library "Ukrainica", which
operates on the basis of the Vernadsky National Library of
Ukraine (https://ure-online.info), and scholarly sources in
religious studies that are, among others, housed in the
electronic library of the National Academy of Educational
Sciences of Ukraine (https://lib.iitta.gov.ua). A large collec-
tion of religious studies publications in PDF/DjVu formats

(~800 books in the "Religion" category) is housed in "Di-
asporiana — Digital Library of Ukrainian Diaspora"
(https://diasporiana.org.ua/category/religiya/).  An  im-
portant contribution by Ukrainian religious studies scholars
is the online library "Ukrainian Religious Encyclopedia”
(https://ure-online.info). Among educational projects, the
activity of the internet portal "Religious Information Service
of Ukraine", founded by the Institute of Religion and Soci-
ety of the Ukrainian Catholic University, deserves attention
(https://risu.ua).

Among online learning formats in religious studies, the
vast majority of respondents (56.8%) prefer podcasts (Fig-
ure 11).

Which online religious studies education format would be most suitable for you?

m Video lectures
m Podcasts

Interactive courses

Fig. 11. Preferred Format for Online Religious Studies Education

Podcasts as a tool for religious education combine ac-
cessibility, emotional engagement, deepening critical
thinking, and the possibility of informal dialogue with reli-
gious culture. They contribute to expanding the audience
for religious studies, actualize knowledge in a format ac-
ceptable to the modern digital generation, and can be inte-
grated as an auxiliary method in formal and informal edu-
cation.

Conclusion

Religious security should be understood as a state of
protection of individuals, society, and the state from threats
related to the destructive use of the religious factor, which
ensures the harmonious functioning of the religious
sphere, observance of freedom of conscience and belief,
interfaith and interreligious peace, as well as prevention of
religious intolerance, radicalism, extremism, and conflicts
on religious grounds.

Religious security encompasses a number of interre-
lated dimensions — legal, social-civic, institutional,
worldview-ideological, and educational-enlightenment. It
presupposes both adherence to legislative guarantees in
the sphere of religion and purposeful state policy to counter
religious conflicts, disinformation, propaganda, and exter-
nal influence that threatens Ukraine's spiritual sovereignty.
Religious security is closely connected with the formation
of society's religious studies culture, the ability to critically
comprehend religious discourse, intercultural communica-
tion, and the integration of tolerance principles in the
sphere of education and public policy. Ensuring religious
security is particularly relevant under conditions of military,
social, and political crises, when religious narratives can

be used as instruments of ideological struggle or destabili-
zation.

A separate aspect of guaranteeing religious security is
the development of religious studies education in higher
education institutions, which is based on combining infor-
mational, culturological, and critical-analytical approaches.
This contributes to forming religious literacy, tolerance, the
ability to comprehend religious pluralism, and prevention of
radicalization. In the context of the state's security policy,
electronic libraries of religious studies literature and online
courses in religious studies education can become instru-
ments for professional development of specialists working
in the spheres of education, culture, and national security,
forming in them the ability to identify risks of a religious na-
ture and act in accordance with the principles of religious
tolerance and national unity.

REFERENCES

Diasporiana. Retrieved from
riana.org.ual/category/religiya/

Fylypovych, L. (2024). Suchasni vyklyky dlia Ukrainy u
sferi relihiinoi bezpeky [Current challenges for Ukraine
in the field of religious security]. Istoriia relihii v Ukraini,
34, 210-220. https://doi.org/10.33294/2523-4234-
2024-34-1-210-220

Fylypovych, L., & Horkusha, O. (2024). Relihiina bezpeka
yak skladova natsionalnoi bezpeky Ukrainy: aktual-
izatsiia problemy v chasy viiny [Religious security as a
component of Ukraine’s national security: Actualization
in wartimel]. Skhid, 6(2), 73-81.
https://doi.org/10.21847/2411-3093.6210

https://diaspo-

SKHID Vol. 7 (2) 2025
Historical Reflections on Society in War and Aftermath


https://diasporiana.org.ua/category/religiya/
https://diasporiana.org.ua/category/religiya/
https://doi.org/10.33294/2523-4234-2024-34-1-210-220
https://doi.org/10.33294/2523-4234-2024-34-1-210-220
https://doi.org/10.21847/2411-3093.6210

34 I. Lomachinska, S. Khrypko, K. Binkivska (I.JlomaunHcbka, C. Xpunko, K. BiHkiBCbka)

Fylypovych, L., & Kolodnyi, A. (2024). Relihiina bezpeka:
Bazovi naratyvy ta suchasni vyklyky [Religious secu-
rity: Basic narratives and contemporary challenges]
(pp. 34-37). Nezalezhnist' Ukrainy: Prava liudyny ta
natsional'na bezpeka: Conference Paper (Lviv, 12.04.
2024), Kyiv, KNT.

Ishkhanishvili, A. (2025). Relihiina bezpeka yak chastyna
bahatovymirnoi systemy bezpeky [Religious security
as a part of a multidimensional security system]. Sofiia.
Humanitarno-relihieznavchyi visnyk, 24(2), 9-13.
https://doi.org/10.17721/sophia.2024.24.2

Kharkivshchenko, Y. A., Piletskyi, Y. A., & Skokliuk, Y. O.
(2024). Relihiina vira yak chynnyk relihiinoi
bezpeky/nebezpeky v umovakh rosiis'ko-ukrains'koi
viiny [Religious faith as a factor of religious security/in-
security in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war].
Kulturolohichnyi al'manakh, 3, 28-36.
https://doi.org/10.31392/cult.alm.2024.3.4

Kharkovshchenko, Ye., & Turenko, V. (2024). Osoblyvosti
relihiinoi bezpeky v (pered)voiennykh umovakh v
Ukraini: zavdannia dlia humanitarnoi polityky [Features
of religious security in (pre-)war conditions in Ukraine:
Tasks for humanitarian policy]. Sofiia. Humanitarno-
relihieznavchyi visnyk, 23(1), 65-69.
https://doi.org/10.17721/sophia.2024.23.13

Kolodnyi, A., & Fylypovych, L. (2020). Kontseptsiia relihi-
inoi  bezpeky: metodolohichni pidkhody akad-
emichnoho relihieznavstva [The concept of religious
security: Methodological approaches of academic reli-
gious studies]. Sofiia. Humanitarno-relihieznavchyi
visnyk, 2(16), 19-22.

Lomachinska, I. (2023). Kyievo-Pecherska lavra yak mi-
folohizovane mistse pam’iati [Kyiv-Pechersk Lavra as a
mythologized place of memory] (pp. 52-58). Kyivski
filosofski  studii-2023: Conference Paper (Kyiv,
19.05.2023): Kyiv, Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University.

Lomachinska, I. (2025). Religious organizations on social
media: Opportunities, challenges, and future prospects
for spiritual communities in Ukraine. Skhid, 7(1), 46—
52. https://doi.org/10.21847/2411-3093.2025.716

Lomachinska, I. M. (2024). Biblioteky ta arkhivy v tsyfrovu
epokhu: Sotsial'ni merezhi yak instrument zberezhen-
nia natsional'noi pam’iati [Libraries and archives in the
digital age: Social networks as a tool for preserving na-
tional memory]. Aktualni problemy filosofii ta sotsiolohii,
47, 164-170. https://doi.org/10.32782/apfs.v047.-
2024.29

Lomachinska, I., & Hryshyna, Y. (2024). Internet genera-
tion in religious cyberspace: Worldview challenges of

the digital age. Skhid, 6(2), 20-27.
https://doi.org/10.21847/2411-3093.623

Lomachinska, I., & Martych, R. (2021). Religious education
in the European educational space: Social and cultural
context. Studia Warminskie, 58, 173-187.

Lomachinska, I., Ishchuk, M., Chornomordenko, I., Taran,
G., Turchyn, M., Martsinko, N., Pasko, K., & Loban-
chuk, O. (2025). Hybrid warfare and customs security:
Strengthening resilience for sustainable development.
European Journal of Sustainable Development, 14(2),
643. https://doi.org/10.14207/ejsd.2025.v14n2p64

Mishchuk, A., & Mishchuk, M. (2024). Relihiina bezpeka
Ukrainy [Religious security of Ukraine]. Visnyk
Prykarpatskoho universytetu. Seriia: Politolohiia [Bulle-
tin of the Precarpathian University. Political Science
Series], (17), 145-154. https://doi.org/10.32782/2312-
1815/2024-17-19

National Academy of Educational Sciences of Ukraine.
URL: https://lib.iitta.gov.ua

National Security Strategy of Ukraine. (2020). Law of
Ukraine No. 392/2020. URL: https://za-
kon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/392/2020#n12

Predko, O. 1. (2025). Relihiina bezpeka/nebezpeka:
mozhlyvosti ta zahrozy u sferi derzhavno-tserkovnykh
vidnosyn [Religious security/insecurity: Opportunities
and threats in the sphere of church-state relations]. Kul-
turolohichnyi almanakh, (1), 48-54.
https://doi.org/10.31392/cult.alm.2025.1.6

Religious Information Service of Ukraine. Retrieved from
https://risu.ua

Shumylo, S. (2024). “Zvychainyi fashyzm”, abo “Russkyi
mir” moskovs'koho patriarkha Kirila yak apologhiia
antykhrystyyanstva, ksenofobii ta nasyl'stva ["Ordinary
fascism" or the "Russian world" of the Moscow Patri-
arch Kirill as an apology for anti-Christianity, xenopho-
bia and violence]. Siveryanskyi litopys, (2), 148-160.

Solmaz, T. (2022). “Hybrid warfare” is one term with many
meanings. Conservative News Daily. https://www.con-
servativenewsdaily.net/breaking-news/hybrid-warfare-
is-one-term-with-many-meanings/

Ukrainian Religious Encyclopedia.
https://ure-online.info

Ukrainica. Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine. Re-
trieved from https://irbis-nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-
bin/ua/elib.exe?C21COM=F&I21DBN=UKRLIB&P21D
BN=UKRLIB

Weissmann, M., Nilsson, N., Palmertz, B., & Thunholm, P.
(2021). Hybrid warfare: Security and asymmetric con-
flict in international relations. London: I.B. Tauris.

Retrieved from

PenirieaHaBuYa OCBiTa AK YMHHUK penirinHoi 6e3neKku
CycninbCcTBa B ymoBax ribpuaHoi BiliHM pocii

Ipuna Jlomaunncoka (ORCID 0000-0003-2537-6322)

KuiBchkuii cromuunmii yHiBepeuteT iMeHi bopuca I'pinuenka (Ykpaina)

Ceitinana Xpunko (ORCID 0000-0001-9426-4549)

KuiBchkuii cronndHuii yHiBepeuteT iMeHi bopuca ['pinuenka (Ykpaina)

Kpicrina BinkiBcbka (ORCID 0009-0006-3444-2570)

HarmionanesHa 6i0mioTeka Ykpainu imeni Bon. BepHancrkoro,
KuiBcbkuii cromuunmii yHiBepeuteT iMeHi bopuca I'pinuenka (Ykpaina)

CX14 Tom 7 (2) 2025

IctopuuHi pednexcii npo cycninbcTBo y BiliHi Ta nicns Hel


https://doi.org/10.17721/sophia.2024.24.2
https://doi.org/10.31392/cult.alm.2024.3.4
https://doi.org/10.17721/sophia.2024.23.13
https://doi.org/10.21847/2411-3093.2025.716
https://doi.org/10.14207/ejsd.2025.v14n2p64
https://doi.org/10.32782/2312-1815/2024-17-19
https://doi.org/10.32782/2312-1815/2024-17-19
https://lib.iitta.gov.ua/
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/392/2020#n12
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/392/2020#n12
https://doi.org/10.31392/cult.alm.2025.1.6
https://risu.ua/
https://www.conservativenewsdaily.net/breaking-news/hybrid-warfare-is-one-term-with-many-meanings/
https://www.conservativenewsdaily.net/breaking-news/hybrid-warfare-is-one-term-with-many-meanings/
https://www.conservativenewsdaily.net/breaking-news/hybrid-warfare-is-one-term-with-many-meanings/
https://ure-online.info/
https://irbis-nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-bin/ua/elib.exe?C21COM=F&I21DBN=UKRLIB&P21DBN=UKRLIB
https://irbis-nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-bin/ua/elib.exe?C21COM=F&I21DBN=UKRLIB&P21DBN=UKRLIB
https://irbis-nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-bin/ua/elib.exe?C21COM=F&I21DBN=UKRLIB&P21DBN=UKRLIB

Religious Studies Education as a Factor of Societal Religious Security in the Context of Russia's Hybrid War 35
PenirieaHaB4a OCBiTa ik YAHHUK penirinHoi 6e3nekn cycninbCcTBa B yMoOBaXx ribpuaHoi BiiHW pocii

CTtatTda npucesiyeHa aHanisy poni penirie3HaB40i OCBITM K OAHOrO 3 KM4oBMX 3acobiB peniriiHoi 6e3nekun y npoTtuaii
penirivHin iHpopmaLiiHin nponarangi pocii B ii ribpuaHMx BiiHax cydacHocTi. 3a3HavaeTbCs, WO B yMOBax TpMBakYyoi
BiICbKOBOI arpecii pocincekoi deaepadii npotn YkpaiHn ocobnmeoro 3arocTpeHHst Habyna ribpmaHa penirivina BinHa, ska
BMCTYNae CKNagoBOK YaCTMHOK LUMPLLOI ribpuaHoi cTparerii gepxasu-arpecopa. Llen Tvn BnnuBy xapakTepuayeTbcs
NnoeaHaHHAM penirinHux HapaTuBiB i3 3acobamu iHopMaLIiHO-NCUXONOTYHOrO TUCKY, KibeponepaLisiMu Ta CUCTEMHOI
NiGTPMMKOIO PENirinHMX IHCTUTYLIN 3 BOKY AepxaBHUX CTPYKTYp pocii. OCHOBHOK METOI TakuX AiK € NigpUB BHYTPILLHLOT
cTabinbHOCTI yKpaiHCbKOro CycninbCTBa, po3narntoBaHHsA MiXXKOH(EeCiiHOT BOPOXXHEYi, AeneriTumadis JyXOBHOI €4HOCTI Ta
cakpanisauis BinH/ LWNSXOM iT BUNpaBAaHHSA 3 NO3u1Lin NceBaopenirinHoi putopuku. MiakpecntoeTbea 3Ha4YeHHA penirinHoi
6e3nekn ik BaXNUBOI CKINaJoBOi HaLioHanbHOi 0e3neku, sKy BapTo yCBiAOMMIOBATU SK HaraTOBEKTOPHY KaTeropito, Lo
NoeaHye AyXOBHO-KYNbTYpHWUIA, NPaBoBUiA, 6€3MeKoBMI Ta coLianbHO-MONITUYHWUIA BUMIPKW, CNIPSIMOBaHi Ha [OCATHEHHS
peniriiHoi cTabinbHOCTI Ta rpoMagaHcLkoro Mmupy. PeniriiHa 6e3neka € cknagoBolo 3aranbHOCycninbHOI 6e3nekn Ta Ky-
NbTYPHO-AYXOBHOMO CEpefoBuLLA, LLIO OXONSIIOE NPAaBOBI, coujianbHi, OCBITHI, IH(pOpMaLinHi, MOpanbHO-eTUYHI Ta NOMiTK-
YHi acnekTu perynioBaHHs penirinHux BigHOCUH. OCHOBOI AOCHIAXKEHHSA CTanu pe3ynbTaTti ONUTYBaHHA CTYAEHTIB yKpa-
iHcbkux 3BO, Ha OCHOBI sIKOrO 3'ACOBaHO, L0 NepeBaxHa BinblUicTb pecnoHAEHTIB (OBi TPETUHU) MO3UTUBHO CNpUMaE
HeobXiaHICTb 3anpoBaXXeHHS OCBITHIX KypCiB 3 peniriiHoi 6e3nekv Ta penirieaHaBCcTBa, Lo AOMOMOXYTb Kpalle po3yMmiTu
CyyacHi BUKNWKW y penirivHin coepi. Cepen chopmaTiB HaBYaHHSA KOPUCTYIOTLCS NOMYMAPHICTIO OHMAMH-KYPCU, ENEKTPOHHI
6ibnioTekun, a TakoX NogKacTy, WO Aal0Tb MOXIMBICTb OTPUMYBATU 3HAHHS Y HedOpMarnbHOMY CepefoBULLi, Y 3pYYHUIA
ANs criyxada yac, y 38’a3Ky 3 NOTOMHUMU MOZIAMU, OUCKYCIAMUW, MDKpenirinHuMm gianoramu abo cycninbHMMmM TpaHcdop-
MauisiMu.

KnrouoBi cnoBa: penirieaHaB4a OCBiTa; peniriiHa ocBiTa, peniriiHa 6e3neka, ribpyaHa BiliHa, penirinHui kKibepnpoc-
Tip, undpoBa oba, peniriiHa NnponaraHga, MiXkpenirinHuin gianor, undposi GibnioTekw.
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