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ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
Studying Pope Francis' influence on public opinion in European Union countries in the Catholicism,
context of national resilience is a pressing research question. Although the Pope enjoys national resilience,
high moral authority among Europeans, a comprehensive analysis of his role in shaping religion,
societal positions, particularly on security and defense issues, is lacking. Investigating this EU,

problem enables a deeper understanding of the religious factor's role in strengthening Eu-
ropean unity, countering destructive influences. The research materials include Pope Fran-
cis' public speeches and statements, primarily those circulated through mass media and
social networks, as well as sociological survey results on the EU public's perception of the
pontiff's position on crucial socio-political issues. Content analysis methods are used to
examine the content and tone of the Pope's messages, while comparative analysis of so-
ciological research data identifies correlations between the Pope's rhetoric and shifts in
public sentiment regarding national resilience. The results show that despite Pope Francis'
high popularity in EU countries, where the vast majority of the population approves of the
pontiff, his public statements have a limited and short-lived impact on public opinion. Em-
pirical evidence indicates that most Europeans do not consider the Pope a decisive factor
in shaping their views on various socio-political problems, such as nuclear disarmament,
migration, pandemics, or basic income. The Pope's pacifist stance on war, a topic of dis-
cussion in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war, is not a determining factor that risks
critically undermining the personnel and motivation of EU countries' armed forces. The pop-
ulation's willingness to defend their homeland militarily varies significantly among EU states
and is influenced by a complex interplay of historical, geopolitical, and socio-cultural factors
that outweigh the pontiff's religious rhetoric. In conclusion, while papal pacifism somewhat
resonates with the anti-war sentiments of some Europeans, it does not pose major chal-
lenges to ensuring the defense capabilities and resilience of EU countries. Pope Francis'
high moral authority does not automatically translate into a dominant influence on public
opinion and societal attitudes regarding national security in European Union member
states.

public opinion,
Pope Francis.

Introduction the face of global challenges and crises, the Pope's role as

Pope Francis, as the head of the Catholic Church and
an influential moral authority, potentially plays a significant
role in shaping public opinion in European Union countries,
where the majority of the population practices Christianity.
His public speeches and statements appear to have a pow-
erful impact on societal attitudes and political processes in
Europe. In this context, examining the relationship be-
tween Pope Francis's rhetoric and the dynamics of public
opinion in the EU becomes particularly relevant amidst
contemporary challenges, especially in the framework of
national resilience.

Catholicism, as one of the world's largest religions, has
a long history of influencing the socio-political life of Euro-
pean countries. The Pope, as the spiritual leader of Cath-
olics, traditionally acts as a moral compass and the voice
of conscience on issues of peace, justice, and solidarity. In
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a peacemaker and defender of universal values gains par-
ticular significance.

A prominent example of such a challenge is the war
between Russia and Ukraine, which has been ongoing
since 2014 and escalated dramatically with Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022. This war
has posed a severe test not only for Ukraine but also for all
of Europe, as it threatens the fundamental principles of in-
ternational law and security on the continent.

Studying the interrelationship between Pope Francis's
rhetoric and the dynamics of public sentiments in Europe
in the context of the Russia-Ukraine war is a crucial schol-
arly task. It allows for a deeper understanding of the reli-
gious factor's role in shaping national resilience and con-
solidating the European community in the face of external
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threats. Analyzing this issue can provide valuable recom-
mendations for developing effective public diplomacy and
strategic communication strategies for Ukraine in the Eu-
ropean direction. Thorough research on this topic will con-
tribute to a better understanding of socio-political pro-
cesses in Europe and the development of effective strate-
gies to strengthen Ukraine's national resilience amid Rus-
sian aggression.

The issue of ensuring national resilience has attracted
the attention of many researchers in Ukraine in recent times.
The National Institute for Strategic Studies has made signif-
icant contributions to this topic, with notable work by O. Rez-
nikova. In her comprehensive study, she thoroughly ana-
lyzed the issue of national resilience from the perspective of
effective governance and proposed several practical recom-
mendations for authorities on implementing the relevant sys-
tem in Ukraine (Reznikova, 2022). Significant contributions
to the study of the transformation of the Catholic Church's
social doctrine have been made by P. Yarotskyi (2001). The
problem of understanding human nature in contemporary
Catholic theology through the lens of the scientific and tech-
nological challenges of our time has been addressed in the
works of lvan Ostashchuk (2008).

The activities of the current Pope in the context of in-
teraction with the EU in moral, political, and socio-eco-
nomic aspects have been explored in the works of Eva
Kozerska (2022), Patrick Daly (2017), and Paolo Peverini
(2021).

However, the topic of Pope Francis's influence on pub-
lic opinion in European Union countries remains insuffi-
ciently studied and requires more thorough investigation.
While there are individual scholarly explorations regarding
the Pontiff's impact on public opinion in specific areas, a
comprehensive analysis of his role in shaping public
stance across the EU, particularly in the context of
strengthening national resilience, is lacking.

The Pope's moral authority is high among broad seg-
ments of Europeans, so his actions can play a significant
role in uniting society around shared values. Since the EU is
a key partner for Ukraine, ensuring the national resilience of
its member states directly affects the security situation in our
country. Thus, this research has both theoretical and practi-
cal significance and requires further development.

The novelty of this work lies in the fact that we do not
aim to prove a thesis about the significant influence of the
Pope or the absence of such influence. Instead, based on
sociological studies, we seek to find correlations between
changes in public opinion in EU countries and the position
of Pope Francis. Specifically, we will investigate, using so-
ciological survey data, the degree of influence the Pope
has on public opinion, if such influence exists.

The purpose of this article is to study the influence of
Pope Francis, as the head of the Catholic Church, on the
process of forming public opinion in European Union coun-
tries and to determine the potential role of this influence in
the context of ensuring the national resilience of EU mem-
ber states. To achieve this purpose, the following tasks
need to be accomplished: First, we will analyze sociologi-
cal surveys regarding public perception of Pope Francis's
stance on urgent social, political, and economic issues.
Second, with data on the level of the Pope's influence on
public opinion, we will extrapolate these findings to the is-
sue of ensuring the national resilience of EU member
states.
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Research methods

This study will primarily examine Pope Francis's public
speeches and statements disseminated through mass me-
dia. Although the current Pontiff has a significant body of
work in the form of encyclicals that thoroughly express his
ideological positions, it is his public speeches and social
media posts that predominantly influence the broader au-
dience.

Given that the aim of this research is to ascertain public
opinion regarding the leader of contemporary Catholicism
in European Union countries, the tools and empirical basis
will consist of sociological surveys on the general percep-
tion of Pope Francis by the public, his stances on important
socio-political issues, and the level of public support for
these positions. Additionally, the level of religiosity in the
studied regions will be considered. To correlate these data
with national resilience, we will focus on a specific aspect
important for the functioning and sustainability of the state
and simultaneously linked to the narratives propagated by
Pope Francis. A key component of national resilience in
this context is the citizens' readiness to mobilize into the
armed forces in the event of aggression against their
homeland, juxtaposed with the Pope's position on this is-
sue — pacifism, which condemns and recognizes war as an
evil in all its forms.

In the context of EU countries, where Catholicism po-
tentially has a significant influence on society, Pope Fran-
cis's stance on absolute pacifism may have ambiguous
consequences for national resilience. On the one hand,
calls for peace and the cessation of hostilities may contrib-
ute to the de-escalation of tensions and the pursuit of dip-
lomatic solutions to conflicts. On the other hand, in the face
of a real threat to the territorial integrity and sovereignty of
EU member states, absolute pacifism might weaken citi-
zens' readiness to defend their country and reduce the
level of national resilience. Therefore, it is crucial to inves-
tigate how public opinion in EU countries perceives Pope
Francis's stance on war and peace and how this perception
might impact these states' ability to withstand external
threats.

Results and Discussion

According to the results of a sociological survey con-
ducted by the Pew Research Center in 2014, the image of
Pope Francis is extraordinarily positive in European Union
countries. The vast majority of the population in Poland
(92%), Italy (91%), France (88%), Spain (84%), and Ger-
many (82%) express a favorable attitude towards the Pon-
tiff. In the United Kingdom, which is a former member of
the EU, this figure is somewhat lower but still stands at
65%, while in Greece it is 49%, which is significant given
the predominantly Orthodox population of the country
(Pope Francis’ Image..., 2014).

The high approval ratings of Pope Francis in EU coun-
tries can be attributed to several factors. According to sur-
vey data, there is a correlation between the proportion of
the Catholic population and the level of support for the Pon-
tiff in the mentioned countries. Specifically, the highest ap-
proval ratings for the Pope are recorded in Poland and It-
aly, where Catholics constitute an absolute majority. Be-
sides religious affiliation, Pope Francis's public stance on
current social issues also influences his positive percep-
tion. The Pontiff pays significant attention to issues of so-
cial justice, the protection of vulnerable groups, and envi-
ronmental challenges, which resonates with various seg-
ments of the European public.



Pope Francis' influence and public opinion in the EU in the context of national resilience 15
Bnnue MNanu ®paHumncka Ta rpomaackbky AyMky B €C y KOHTEKCTi HauioHarnbHOI CTINKOCTI

It is worth noting that Pope Francis is respected even
among the non-Christian population of Europe. The re-
search shows that in the United Kingdom and France, where
there are significant Muslim communities, the difference in
attitudes towards the Pontiff between Catholics and non-
Catholics is relatively small — 12-19 percentage points.

According to the results of another survey conducted
by Gallup International in 2015, Pope Francis continues to
maintain a high trust rating among the population of EU
member states. Overall, 62% of EU residents expressed a
positive opinion about the Pontiff, while only 14% viewed
him negatively (Gallup International Association, 2015).

The research revealed significant differences in attitudes
toward Pope Francis among EU countries. The highest ap-
proval rating is observed in Portugal, where 94% of the pop-
ulation views Pope Francis positively. High levels of support
for the Pontiff are also recorded in Italy (86%), Spain (80%),
Poland (78%), Austria (75%), and Slovenia (73%).

In other EU countries, the level of support for the Pope
is somewhat lower, but still exceeds 50%. Specifically, 67%
of the population in the Czech Republic, 66% in Belgium,
65% in Romania, 62% in France, 61% in Finland, 57% in
Germany, 56% in Iceland, and 51% in both Bulgaria and the
Netherlands have a positive attitude towards the Pontiff.

The lowest approval ratings for Pope Francis in the EU
are recorded in the United Kingdom (37%), Greece (36%),
and Sweden (37%). However, even in these countries, the
negative attitude towards the Pontiff was expressed by only
17%, 23%, and 14% respectively. A significant portion of the
population in the United Kingdom (46%), Greece (41%), and
Sweden (50%) could not assess the Pope's activities.

The study also allows for a comparison of Pope Fran-
cis's level of support with the popularity of world political
leaders: the Pope surpasses all politicians in EU countries.
His rating significantly exceeds those of Barack Obama,
Angela Merkel, David Cameron, and Frangois Hollande.

Thus, despite minor differences in figures, both socio-
logical studies (from 2014-2015) demonstrate a consist-
ently high level of popularity and authority of Pope Francis
among the population of European Union countries. The
Pontiff receives the most support in states with predomi-
nant Catholic populations, yet even in more secularized
countries of Western Europe, he is generally viewed posi-
tively. Compared to other world leaders, Pope Francis
stands as a greater moral authority for the EU population.

However, questions remain open: does the Pope's au-
thority influence the views and beliefs of Europeans, and
does this loyalty persist among Europeans in 20247 To ex-
plore this, we will analyze sociological surveys on specific
positions of Pope Francis and the public's reaction to them
regarding nuclear weapons, refugee issues, economic
matters, and the COVID-19 situation — issues that have
gained prominence during the current Pontificate.

In this context, a study conducted in 2018 within the
VULPAN project of the Nuclear Knowledges program (sup-
ported by the French National Research Agency) is rele-
vant. The study aimed to determine the level of knowledge
and attitudes of the European public towards nuclear
weapons and the impact of Pope Francis's stance on pub-
lic opinion on this issue (Fabricio et al., 2019).

Respondents from European countries (France, the
United Kingdom, Belgium, Germany, lItaly, the Nether-
lands, Poland, Sweden) were asked to express their
agreement or disagreement with Pope Francis's position
on nuclear weapons and to assess his role regarding "nu-
clear policy." Specifically, survey participants were asked

whether they agree with the Pope's position, which strongly
condemns the very existence of nuclear weapons, whether
they believe the Pontiff's opinion influenced their views,
and whether they approve of his involvement in political
debates surrounding nuclear disarmament.

The results of the study showed that the majority of re-
spondents (75% and more) in all countries support Pope
Francis's anti-nuclear stance. At the same time, only a
small portion of those surveyed (up to 25%, except for Po-
land — 42%) acknowledged that the Pope's opinion
changed their attitude towards the issue. Three out of four
respondents stated that their opinion on nuclear weapons
does not depend on the Pontiff's statements. Regarding
the Pope's involvement in political debates, the majority of
respondents (55-60%) believe that, as a religious leader,
he should not interfere in politics. Exceptions are Germany
and ltaly, where over 50% supported Pope Francis's polit-
ical activity.

Thus, the study demonstrated that despite the wide-
spread support for Pope Francis's anti-nuclear stance, the
European public generally does not recognize his decisive
influence on shaping their views on this issue. Most Euro-
peans also do not approve of the Pontiff's excessive in-
volvement in the political sphere despite Pope Francis's
high moral authority.

Another significant issue in the EU that Pope Francis
has addressed publicly is the refugee crisis. A study con-
ducted by a group of European researchers in 2016 during
the migration crisis aimed to ascertain the impact of Pope
Francis's position on public opinion in European Union
countries regarding the refugee issue (Claudio et al.,
2023). During his visit to the Greek island of Lesbos on
April 16, 2016, the pontiff delivered a speech calling on Eu-
ropean leaders to show humanity and solidarity in address-
ing the migration crisis by providing asylum and dignified
living conditions for those fleeing war and violence.

The researchers took advantage of the timing coinci-
dence between the Pope's speech and the Eurobarometer
survey (a series of public opinion surveys conducted by the
EU within its institutions) held from April 9-19, 2016. This
allowed for a comparison of respondents' answers before
and after the pontiff's address. The primary focus was on
the question of whether citizens considered the EU's ac-
tions on migration insufficient.

The results indicated that after Pope Francis's speech,
respondents from predominantly Catholic countries were
2.7 percentage points more likely to declare the EU's ef-
forts in addressing the migration issue as insufficient com-
pared to respondents from non-Catholic countries. This ef-
fect was short-lived (lasting only 2 days) and was more
pronounced among married individuals with a medium
level of education, the unemployed, and homemakers.

Simultaneously, the overall impact of the Pope's mes-
sage on public opinion was quite limited and transient.
Specifically, there were no observed shifts in attitudes to-
wards other aspects of the EU's activities, apart from mi-
gration policy. This indicates that Catholics responded spe-
cifically to the content of the Pope's speech, rather than
merely to the fact that it was delivered.

Thus, the formal status of the speaker (the authority of
the Pope) played a less crucial role than the content of his
words and the values he conveyed. This conclusion is im-
portant as it indicates that in the modern world, the influ-
ence of religious leaders on believers is not automatic but
depends on the relevance and persuasiveness of their
messages. The mere fact of the Pope's public appearance
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is insufficient to sway Catholics in his favor. The Pontiff
must appeal to real issues and human values for his mes-
sage to resonate in the hearts of believers and prompt
them to reconsider their own positions.

Therefore, the study showed that Pope Francis's posi-
tion had a short-term impact on the perception of migration
policy in the EU among Catholics. However, this effect
proved to be relatively weak and did not lead to significant
shifts in public opinion.

The topic of vaccination during the 2020-2021 pan-
demic period was also socially significant. A study con-
ducted by a group of researchers from Poland aimed to
determine whether the Pope's statements influenced pub-
lic opinion on vaccination. Researchers analyzed 1803
tweets posted on Twitter from January 6 to February 21,
2021, after Pope Francis expressed support for vaccina-
tion (Gawet et al., 2021).

The analysis of sentiments revealed that negative emo-
tions in tweets outweighed the positive ones overall. Spe-
cifically, 61% of the words used had a negative connota-
tion, while 39% were positive. Neutral tweets accounted for
43%, with 33% containing predominantly negative words
and 24% containing positive ones.

Contrary to expectations that the authority of the Pope
would contribute to a positive perception of vaccination, the
statistics indicate the opposite. Researcher’s attribute this
to the phenomenon of post-truth, where objective facts are
less important in shaping public opinion than emotions and
personal convictions. In the era of post-truth, people often
convince themselves of the "truth" of their beliefs regard-
less of their correspondence to reality.

Thus, despite Pope Francis's unequivocal support for
vaccination, his statements did not have a decisive impact
on the opinions of Twitter users. Negative sentiments and
skepticism regarding vaccines continued to dominate the
discourse on social media.

In this context, research on the influence of Pope Fran-
cis on Europeans' opinions regarding the universal basic
income (UBI) is symptomatic. The study, conducted as part
of the ResPOnskE COVID-19 project by the Swg S.P.A. re-
search institute in 2020, aimed to ascertain whether Pope
Francis's support for the idea of a guaranteed basic income
affected public opinion in Italy (Pope Francis' effect...,
2023).

The results indicated the presence of a certain "Pope
Francis effect” concerning public opinion. In the experi-
mental group, 26% fully agreed with the idea of UBI com-
pared to 20.9% in the control group. The proportion of
those who completely disagreed was the same (4.4%).
The positive effect of referring to Pope Francis was only
evident among participants with a high level of trust in him.

The study demonstrated that appealing to the authority
of Pope Francis could somewhat strengthen public support
for the idea of UBI. However, this effect is limited to the
circle of the Pontiff's supporters and does not extend to his
critics.

Thus, in a series of sociological studies conducted be-
tween 2014 and 2021, the influence of Pope Francis's po-
sition and authority on public opinion in EU countries re-
garding various topical issues — nuclear disarmament, the
migration crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the idea of
basic income — was examined. The results showed that
despite the Pope's high popularity and moral authority
among Europeans, his public statements had only a lim-
ited and short-term impact on societal attitudes. Specifi-
cally, most respondents did not recognize the decisive
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role of the Pontiff in shaping their views and did not ap-
prove of excessive Papal intervention in the political
sphere. Moreover, the positive effect of Pope Francis's
statements was mainly observed among his supporters
and hardly extended to his critics.

Now, let's analyze how the Vatican's position and the
Catholic Church's public statements through the Pope's
speeches may influence certain components of the na-
tional resilience of EU member states. Recall that national
resilience is understood as "the ability of a state and soci-
ety to effectively counter threats, adapt to changes in the
security environment, maintain stable functioning, and
quickly recover after crises" (Reznikova, 2022: 35). Civil
society institutions play a crucial role in this concept.

As noted, Pope Francis's approach to the issue of war
can be characterized as radical pacifism. This stance was
vividly demonstrated in the context of the Russian-Ukrain-
ian war, when the Pontiff urged Ukraine to "have the cour-
age to raise the white flag" (Politico, 2024). Overall, Francis
condemns the very fact of war, not its causes, considering
the cessation of hostilities and, accordingly, their destruc-
tive consequences as the highest moral good. The ques-
tion of who the aggressor is and who is the victim fades
into the background and belongs to the realm of politics.
Essentially, from this perspective, both sides of the conflict
bear responsibility for waging war, which is interpreted as
an absolute moral evil. The aggressor is to blame for initi-
ating hostilities, while the victim is at fault for engaging in
armed resistance. However, it is not advisable to clearly
label the parties as aggressor or victim in order not to hin-
der peaceful dialogue aimed at ending the war.

Within the European Union, there are many countries
whose populations predominantly adhere to Catholicism
and hold a positive view of the Pope. These include Po-
land, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Austria, France, and others. In
the context of the concept of national resilience, the ques-
tion logically arises: can the pacifist position of the Pope
influence the readiness and ability of Europeans to defend
their countries in the event of war? In other words, does
the Papal pacifism pose the risk that the armed forces of
EU countries will lack sufficient personnel and motivation
to counter aggression?

Regarding the readiness of Europeans to defend their
countries by force, several sociological surveys exist. Let's
examine them. On the one hand, one can trace the de-
pendence of survey results on the onset of the Russian-
Ukrainian war in 2022. On the other hand, the results and
readiness of citizens to defend their countries by force are
quite troubling. However, it should be noted that there are
exceptions, and events from 2022 to 2024 also contributed
to the readiness of the populations of certain countries for
armed resistance to aggression.

A Gallup International study conducted in 2014 showed
that the willingness to fight for one's country in European
Union countries is relatively low (Gallup International As-
sociation, 2014). Specifically, in Western Europe, only 25%
of respondents expressed such readiness, while in the
Middle East and North Africa region, this figure reached
83%. Among individual EU countries, the lowest willing-
ness to defend their state was demonstrated by the Neth-
erlands (15%), Germany (18%), Belgium (19%), ltaly
(20%), Spain (21%), and Austria (21%). Slightly higher, but
still not very high, were the indicators for France (29%) and
the United Kingdom (27%). The highest indicator was in
Finland, where 74% of respondents expressed readiness.
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Another study was conducted by the Forsa Institute for
Market and Social Research on behalf of the Stern maga-
zine in late 2023 in Germany (Stern, 2023). According to
the results, only 17% of Germans are unequivocally pre-
pared to defend their country with arms in hand in the event
of a military attack. Another 19% expressed a probable
readiness to do so. Instead, the vast majority (61%) would
most likely or definitely not defend Germany with weapons.
The proportion of those completely rejecting such a possi-
bility stands at 40%, nearly twice as much as during a sim-
ilar survey in May 2022.

Several sociological surveys conducted in various Eu-
ropean countries in 2023 show heterogeneous readiness
of the population to defend their homeland with arms in
hand in the event of war.

In Poland, according to data from the IBRiS company,
only 16% of citizens would volunteer for the army in the
event of a Russian armed attack. Instead, 37.4% would
leave the country with their families, and 25.5% would
evacuate to a safe place within the country (Kozubal,
2024).

In Estonia, according to a survey by the Ministry of De-
fense and OU Eesti Uuringukeskus, two-thirds of the pop-
ulation (64%) are willing to participate in defending the
country in the event of foreign aggression. Overall, 83% of
Estonians believe that the country should offer armed re-
sistance in the event of an attack (Slovo i dilo, 2024).

In Lithuania, according to Vilnius University data, ap-
proximately 30% of citizens are personally willing to defend
the country with arms, while another 59% are willing to con-
tribute to defense in other ways (Slovo i dilo, 2024).

A YouGov survey in January 2024 showed that 38% of
Britons under 40 would refuse conscription during a world
war, and 30% would do so even in the face of an inevitable
invasion of the country. Only 7% would voluntarily join the
army during a world war, and 11% if there were a direct
threat to Britain (Smith, 2024).

The situation in France is interesting, where attitudes
have clearly changed compared to the 2014 survey. Ac-
cording to the results of a sociological study conducted in
2023 at the behest of the French Ministry of Defense, there
is an increase in patriotic sentiments and readiness to de-
fend the country among French youth. Specifically, 51% of
respondents aged 18-25 expressed readiness to partici-
pate in a war in Ukraine if France's interests required it,
and 57% expressed readiness to join the army in the event
of war. Additionally, 31% of young French people sup-
ported the idea of deploying French troops in Ukraine, and
62% were in favor of reinstating compulsory military ser-
vice (20 Minutes, 2024).

An analysis of the results of sociological studies indi-
cates significant differences in Europeans' readiness for
armed defense of their countries. The highest level of read-
iness is demonstrated by citizens of Estonia and Lithuania,
while in Poland, Germany, and Britain, the majority of the
population is not inclined to personally participate in mili-
tary actions. Surveys in recent years indicate a strengthen-
ing of pacifist sentiments in a number of European states,
particularly in Germany and Britain. Such trends may limit
political opportunities for increasing military capabilities
and undermine national resilience in the face of growing
external threats. The presence of a significant number of
pacifist-minded citizens in most EU countries poses certain
challenges for ensuring their defense readiness and resili-
ence in the face of potential aggression. However, some
studies from 2023-2024 indicate certain shifts in societal

attitudes. In particular, there is an increase in patriotic sen-
timents among young people in France. It is worth noting
that the willingness of the population to defend their coun-
try with arms in hand depends on a complex set of factors
and may evolve over time under the influence of socio-po-
litical circumstances.

Pope Francis's pacifist position is unlikely to signifi-
cantly affect Europeans' readiness and ability to defend
their countries in the event of war. Although the Pope en-
joys high moral authority among Europe's Catholics, his
public statements, as shown by sociological research,
have only limited and short-term impact on public opinion.
Positive effects of Pope Francis's appeals are mainly evi-
dent among his supporters and hardly extend to critics.
Therefore, it is unlikely that the Pope's pacifist rhetoric will
fundamentally change Europeans' attitudes toward de-
fending their countries.

Moreover, even those who view Pope Francis favora-
bly do not necessarily share his views. In this context, poll-
ing on Polish attitudes toward the Pope's words about the
"bravery of the white flag for Ukraine" is indicative, as Po-
land is a predominantly Catholic country where the Pope's
rating exceeds 90%. Almost half (49.7%) of Poles nega-
tively evaluate Pope Francis's statements about the "white
flag" in the context of the war in Ukraine, while only 17.7%
expressed a positive opinion (Rzeczpospolita, 2024). Crit-
ical attitudes toward the Pope's words increase in parallel
with the age, education, and income of respondents. The
majority of Polish society does not share the Pope's view
on the necessity for Ukraine to negotiate with Russia,
which may be related to Poland's historical experience and
geopolitical sensitivity.

At the same time, the readiness of the population to
engage in armed defense of the homeland, as shown by
research, varies significantly among EU countries. While in
Estonia and Lithuania, most citizens are willing to resist the
aggressor with arms, in Poland, Germany, and Britain,
pacifist sentiments prevail. However, these differences are
influenced by a complex set of historical, geopolitical, and
socio-cultural factors and are unlikely to be directly related
to Pope Francis's position. Moreover, some surveys from
2023-2024 record shifts towards greater patriotism and
readiness to defend the country, especially among French
youth. This indicates that societal attitudes can change in
response to current security challenges, regardless of the
pontiff's pacifist calls.

Therefore, while papal pacifism resonates to some ex-
tent with the anti-war sentiments of some Europeans, it is
unlikely to be the determining factor posing a risk of critical
personnel and motivation deficits in the armed forces of EU
countries.

Conclusion

Despite the high authority and popularity of Pope Fran-
cis among citizens of European Union countries, his public
statements have limited influence on shaping public opin-
ion. Most Europeans do not recognize the pontiff's decisive
role in determining their own positions on various issues,
and the positive effect of his appeals is mainly observed
among his supporters.

Regarding the issue of national resilience and readi-
ness to defend their countries by armed means, Pope
Francis's pacifist position is not a direct factor influencing
societal attitudes. Sociological data indicate significant dif-
ferences among EU countries on this issue, driven by a
complex set of historical, geopolitical, and socio-cultural
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factors that outweigh religious views and the pontiff's
speeches.

At the same time, the results of recent years demon-
strate some cases of increasing patriotic sentiments and
motivation for armed defense of the state, which may be
associated with heightened security challenges and are
not directly dependent on the pontiff's pacifist rhetoric.
Overall, relying on empirical data, it is difficult to argue for
the existence of a critical risk of personnel deficits and low
motivation in the armed forces of EU countries due to the
pontiff's appeals for peace at any cost.

Thus, despite his high moral authority, Pope Francis is
not a leading influence on public opinion and societal atti-
tudes regarding national security in EU member states. His
calls for pacifism have limited impact and do not create sig-
nificant problems for ensuring the defense capability and
resilience of European countries.
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Bnnue Nanu ®paHumncka Ta rpomaackbky AyMky B €C y KOHTEKCTi HauioHarnbHOI CTINKOCTI
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KuiBchbkuit HanlioHaEHUM yHiBepcuTeT iMeHi Tapaca IlleBuenka (Ykpaina)

Hocnimxenns BBy [lanu @paHnucka Ha TpOMaICEKy IYMKY B KpaiHax €Bporeiicbkoro Coro3y B KOH-
TeKCTi 3a0e3meueHHs HAI[lOHAIBHOI CTIHKOCTI € aKTyaJIbHUM HAayKOBHM 3aBIaHHAM. llompu BUCOKHIT MOpa-
npHuA aBTopuTeT [lanu cepen eBpomeinis, oro pons y GopMyBaHHI TI00aIbHOT CyCHiIBHOT TO3UIIT KOM-
TUIEKCHO HE JOCIiIKeHa, 0COONIMBO MO0 MUTaHb Oe3MeKnu Ta 0OOPOHO3AATHOCTI AepkaB. BuBueHHs miel
MPOOIJIEMATHKH JT03BOJISIE TIIMOIIIE 3pO3YMITH POJIb PENITiHOTO (hakTopa B 3MIITHEHHI €BPOIEHCHKOT €THOCTI
Ta MPOTUAIl JECTPYKTUBHUM BIUIMBaM. MatepiajioM JOCHiKeHHS € MyOJiuHi BUCTynH Ta 3asB8u [lamu dpa-
HITMCKA, HacaMIIepeI Ti, IO MOIHUPIOIOTHCS depe3 3aco0r MacoBoi iH(opMarlii Ta comaabHi MEpPexKi, a TAaKOXK
pe3yJbTaTH COLIOJIOTTYHIX OMUTYBaHb UIOA0 CIPUHHSTTS Mo3uwii noHTH(iKa rpoManchkicTio €C 3 akTyanb-
HUX COMLIaJIbHO-TIONITHYHUX MMHTaHb. 3aCTOCOBAHO METOAM KOHTEHT-aHANi3y s BUBUCHHS 3MICTy Ta TOHa-
JTHHOCTI MOBiAoMIIeHb [lammu, a Tako)k KOMITApaTHBHUHN aHaNi3 JAHUX COLIOJIOTIYHUX JOCIIHKEHD JJIST BHSIB-
JICHHS KOPeJALif Mixk puToprkoto [lanu Ta AMHAMIKOIO CYCITITBHUX HACTPOIB Y KOHTEKCT1 HAIliOHAIBHOT CTili-
KocTi. PesynmpTatn mociimKkeHHs 3aCBiAUyIOTh, IO MOTPU MIMPOKY MomyisapHicTh [lamm ®paniucka, iioro
myOJTivHI 325BU MAIOTh OOMEXEHHH 1 KOPOTKOYACHUH BIUTHB Ha TPOMAJICHKY AyMKY B kpainax €C. EmmipudHi
JIaHi MOKa3yoTh, 10 O1IBIIICTh €BPONEHIIIB HE BU3HAE BUpiMabHOI poui [Tanu y popMyBaHHI IXHIX MOTISIAIB
010 PI3HOMAHITHUX COIIAIbHO-TIONITHYHUX TPOOJIEM, TaKHX SIK SIEPHE PO330POEHHS, MITpallis, TaHIeMis
4H ifes 6a30BOro A0Xony. BijbIIicTh €BpoOMEHIliB He BU3HAE BUpIANBGHOI pori noHTudika y GopmyBaHHi
iXHIX MOIJISAAIB, a MO3UTUBHUM €EeKT HOTro 3BepHEHb MPOSBISIETHCS IEPEBAKHO Cepell Koja Oro MpUXuilb-
HukiB. [lamudicTcpka nosumis [lamm mono BilHH, sSKa € TPEAMETOM JAUCKYCiH Y KOHTEKCTI pOCiiichKO-yKpa-
iHCBKOI BiifHM, HE € BU3HAYAIBHUM (HaKTOPOM, SKHI Hece pU3UK AeiluTy 0cOO0BOTO CKJIaay Ta MOTHBAIi]
30poiiHux cmi kpain €C. '0ToBHICTH HaceneHHs 10 30pOHOTO 3aXUCTY OaTHKIBIIMHH CYTTEBO BiMIHHA MiX
JepkaBaMu €BpOCOIO3Y 1 3yMOBJIEHA KOMILJIEKCOM iCTOPUYHHUX, TEOMOJITUYHUX Ta COLIOKYJIBTYPHUX YHHHH-
kiB. OTKe, X04a MarnchbKuii manugizmM MeBHOI MipOI0 PE30HY€E 3 AaHTHBOEHHUMHU HACTPOSIMHU YaCTHHU €BPO-
TIEHIIiB, BIH HE CTBOPIOE 3HAYHHUX BUKJIHMKIB /718 3a0e3redeHHst 000pOHO3IaTHOCTI  cTilikocTi kpaidn €C. Bu-
cokuii MopanbHuil aBToputeT [lanmu ®@paHimcka He TPaHCHOPMYETHCS aBTOMATHYHO Y JOMiHYIOYHI BILJIVB
Ha TPOMAJICBKY AYMKY 1 CyCHIJIbHI HACTPOT 111010 HalliOHAJIbHOT O€3MEKH B IepKaBax-uieHax €BpONeHChKOro
Coro3zy.

Knto4yoBi cnoBa: katonuumam, HauioHanbHa CTivkicTb, peniria, €C, rpomagcbka gymka, MNana dpaHumck.
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