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ABSTRACT
The modern progress of human civilization, the active development of engineering and

technology, the integration of artificial intelligence into human life actualize the importance
of answering the question of what the ecological concept of Catholicism should be as part
of the Catholic anthropological paradigm. The relevance of environmental issues is rein-
forced by a large-scale war, which not only brings a series of ecological disasters not only
in the territory of Ukraine, but also spreads far beyond its borders. The article examines the
need for philosophical reflection on the ways out of the modern ecological crisis through
the inclusion of the ecological concept in the personalistically conditioned Catholic anthro-
pological paradigm.

The purpose of the study is to reveal the specificity of the Catholicism ecological concept
in the context of the Catholic anthropological paradigm and its efficiency in overcoming the
modern ecological crisis. To realize the purpose, it is necessary to reveal, first, the content
of the anthropocentrism of the Catholic anthropological paradigm; secondly, the axiological
dimension of the Catholic ecological paradigm; thirdly, the implementation of axiological,
economic, social and humanitarian factors in the Catholic ecological concept; fourth, etiza-
tion of ecological consciousness. The methodological basis of the article is hermeneutic,
behaviorist, comparativist and systemic-structural methods of scientific knowledge. The el-
ements of scientific novelty are, firstly, the further in-depth development of the Catholicism
ecological concept with signs of integrality, secondly, the personally determined search for
a conscious way to overcome the modern ecological crisis, thirdly, the gradual formation of
the ecological worldview of the individual, which includes the growth of empathy for the
natural environment, understanding the possibilities of restoring nature as a result of a util-
itarian approach to its resources.
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Introduction

The modern progress of human civilization, the active
development of engineering and technology, the integra-
tion of artificial intelligence into human life actualize the im-
portance of answering the question of what the ecological
concept of Catholicism should be as part of the Catholic
anthropological paradigm. The relevance of environmental
issues is reinforced by a large-scale war, which not only
causes a number of ecological disasters in the territory of
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Ukraine, but also spreads far beyond its borders. The arti-
cle examines the need for philosophical reflection on the
ways out of the modern ecological crisis through the inclu-
sion of the ecological concept in the personalistically con-
ditioned Catholic anthropological paradigm.

Analyzing historical progress from the position of the
Catholic Church, Roman Pontiff John Paul Il (1978-2005)
pointed to the problem of de-hierarchization of values. It
manifests itself in the fact that, according to the degree of
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importance, a person is placed in the same row as a per-
fect being, and all other forms of creatures that are not en-
dowed with reason, as free will, etc. Therefore, by extrap-
olating such a position to the possibility of an efficient re-
sponse to ecological challenges that have appeared before
humanity in various forms, in scientific approaches which
remove the responsibility of man, with which he was en-
dowed by the Creator, for nature and lower forms of crea-
tures. The analysis of the modern ecological concept of the
Catholic Church in the part of its relationship "man — na-
ture" will help to actualize the ecodiscourse, offering reflec-
tive, philosophically grounded ways out of the ecological
crisis, including the concept of "ecology" in the worldview
and philosophical discourse in general.

Modern scientific methodology, including the philo-
sophical part (positivism, structuralism, etc.), is overloaded
with manifestations of worldview agnosticism. Frequently,
they are in opposition to the biblical Christian worldview,
which is the core of the Catholic teaching on man. It is this
teaching, without getting rid of the existential component,
that gives clear answers to questions about the meaning
of human life, the dignity of the human person, through the
prism of which environmental issues should be perceived,
in particular.

According to the authors of the study, the modern eco-
logical concept of the Catholic Church, represented in the
encyclical of Pope Francis (2013) "Laudato si" (2015) and
some other documents of the Catholic Church Magisterial
Government and also in the writings of Catholic theologi-
ans can serve as an efficient method of responding to cur-
rent environmental challenges. The anthropological condi-
tioning of the ecological concept involves taking into ac-
count important, from the point of view of modern Catholi-
cism, axiological, economic, social and humanitarian fac-
tors. The Catholic anthropological concept acts as a
worldview opposition to common in the technocratic dis-
course attempts to devalue the human being.

The elements of scientific innovation are, firstly, the fur-
ther in-depth development of the ecological concept of Ca-
tholicism with signs of integrality, secondly, the personally
determined search for a conscious way to overcome the
modern ecological crisis, thirdly, the gradual formation of
the ecological worldview of the individual, which includes
the growth of empathy for the natural environment , under-
standing the possibilities of restoring nature as a result of
a utilitarian approach to its resources.

A philosophical and religious approach to the study of
the ecological concept involves the complex application of
the anthropocentric principle as a worldview guideline. Ac-
cording to this guideline, a person in his attitude to nature
is thought of as a responsible subject, whose activity de-
pends on the state of the environment and the possibility
of a harmonious existence of the person himself in it.

The conceptual document of the Catholic Church is the
encyclic of Pope Francis "Laudato si", in which, from a the-
ological point of view, the need for permanent formation of
relations with natural reality is substantiated. It implicitly
contains pragmatic guidelines for the implementation of ef-
ficient environmental activities. The encyclic offers ways to
overcome the environmental crisis through the responsible
implementation of scientific research in the environmental
field.

Modern Ukrainian pedagogue S. Ivanchuk offers an ap-
plied aspect of implementing the Catholic ecological con-
cept by introducing an ecocentric worldview guideline. By
actualizing the motivational factor for the anthropologicali-
zation of ecologically motivated activity, the ecocentric
holy-view guideline actually acts as an anthropologically
determined method of ecological enlightenment. An im-
portant basis for the search for an anthropocentric Chris-
tian response to today's environmental challenges, accord-
ing to Ukrainian researcher M. Pryshlyak, is the formation
of ecological culture, which includes, in addition to environ-
mental education, also upbringing, as the main element in
the formation of a personality. The researcher considers
ecological ethics to be the basic component of this culture,
the peculiarity of which is the possibility of its extrapolation
not only to a person, but also to the ecological system as a
whole. In this context, the most important thing is the prac-
tical implementation of environmental education, which is
characterized by an axiological basis. Personal responsi-
bility for active activity within the ecosystem, which should
be carried out simultaneously on the principles of anthro-
pocentrism and rationalism, should be decisive in such an
educational process. According to V. Sheremeta, head of
the Byzantine-rite Catholic Church Bureau for Ecology, im-
portant aspects of the implementation of the Catholic eco-
logical concept is the cultivation of self-discipline, which
consists in a careful attitude to natural resources. This can
be achieved by correlating one's own lifestyle with the laws
of nature. The integral, at the same time nature-centric and
anthropocentric ecological concept of Catholicism, accord-
ing to the German eco-researcher M. Vogt, is an adequate
response to ecological challenges caused by the absoluti-
zation of man-made factors of modern civilization. The
practical application of the ecological concept of Catholi-
cism contributes to the formation of an ecological mental-
ity, which is defined by the Ukrainian biologist and teacher
M. Musiyenko as a person's conscious perception of na-
ture by strengthening personal responsibility for the trans-
formation of the environment. Ecological mentality in the
anthropological dimension permits experiencing existential
involvement with nature, avoiding the relaying of negative
ecological scenarios by one's own consciousness. The
Ukrainian scientist emphasizes the human perception of
nature "by nurturing personal responsibility for activities re-
lated to the transformation of the natural environment,
which  must necessarily have a rational nature"
(Musiyenko, 2004: 256). Ukrainian researchers
A. Malivskyi and K. Sokolova update R. Descartes' reflec-
tion on the importance of achieving harmony between man
and nature. In particular, they claim that the most well-
known forms of expressing the technomorphic interpreta-
tion of nature by R. Descartes are essentially related to the
ideas of man, who is considered the point of reference and
measure of all things, at the same time the starting point
and the end point of philosophizing (Malivskyi, Sokolova,
2017: 129).

The purpose of the study is to reveal the specifics of
the integral ecological concept of Catholicism in the con-
text of the anthropological paradigm of Catholicism and its
efficiency in overcoming the modern ecological crisis. To
realize the purpose, it is necessary to reveal, first, the con-
tent of the anthropocentrism of the Catholic anthropologi-
cal paradigm; secondly, the axiological dimension of the
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Catholic ecological paradigm; thirdly, the implementation
of axiological, economic, social and humanitarian factors
in the Catholic ecological concept; fourth, ethization of eco-
logical consciousness.

Research methods

To fulfill the tasks, the hermeneutic method for interpre-
tation of Catholic official documents that reveal environ-
mental issues, in particular papal encyclics, is applied. The
comparative method is used to compare Catholic ecologi-
cal and scientific-utilitarian concepts within the anthropo-
logical paradigm. This permits to reveal the inextricable
connection between the institutionalization of the "ecologi-
cal ethics" concept and anthropocentric ways of overcom-
ing the ecological crisis at the current stage of human de-
velopment. The system-structural method is used to distin-
guish within the Catholic ecological concept such compo-
nents as ecological consciousness, ecological culture and
ecological mentality. The behaviorist method is used to
model anthropologically determined behavior and applied
implementation of the integral ecological concept of Ca-
tholicism. Fundamental in the context of the research is the
encyclic of Pope Francis "Laudato si", dedicated to the
problems of ecology and environmental protection, as well
as the work of modern Ukrainian researchers.

Results and Discussion of the research

According to the anthropocentric worldview, man, as
the crown of evolutionary development, represents the
uniqueness of his personality, thanks to which he can enter
into a relationship both with God himself and with people.
The capacity for reflection, creativity, interpretation and
other unique capabilities of the human personality are es-
sential markers of its exclusivity, which surpasses the
physical and biological spheres of its existence. Thus, from
the point of view of the current anthropological paradigm of
Catholicism, in the relationship "man — nature", man al-
ways acts as a subject, and nature as an object, on which
the subject exerts influence in various ways.

Philosophical and anthropological understanding of the
ecological concept is carried out by forming an ecocentric
paradigm. The integral ecological concept of Catholicism
envisages ecological enlightenment through proper moti-
vations for establishing optimal relations between man and
nature. An important feature of the integral ecological con-
cept of Catholicism is the need to spread ecological ethics
not only to man, as in traditional ethics, but also to the eco-
logical system as a whole. Only in this way it is possible to
single out the importance of the intrinsic value of nature as
such through the prism of human activity in the ecosphere.
Overcoming the ecological crisis of our time depends on
raising the level of human ecological culture, which, from
the point of view of the Catholic anthropological paradigm,
is connected with the systematic implementation of ecolog-
ical education, which has a religiously determined axiolog-
ical basis. The moral and ethical component of the Catholic
anthropological paradigm is based on the category of re-
sponsibility associated with permanent "ecological conver-
sion", which consists in a constructive attitude towards the
natural environment (Orzeszyna, 2016).

In the papal encyclic "Laudato Si" the concept of "hu-
man ecology" is considered. It is interpreted by Pope Fran-
cis as "the direct connection between human life and the
moral law that characterizes its interior essence with the
aim of elevating human dignity" ("Laudato Si"..., 2019). The
main idea of the document, namely integral ecology, has
an anthropological content. The Pope defines it as a new
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paradigm of justice, which "comes from the recognition of
the special place of man in this world and the need to per-
manently form relationships with the natural reality that sur-
rounds him" ("Laudato Si"..., 2019). The integral ecological
concept of Catholicism is fully revealed in the third chapter
of the encyclic, in which the absolutization of technocratic
civilization is considered absolutely unacceptable, as it
leads to the total destruction of the environment and the
parallel exploitation of economically weak human commu-
nities. Also unacceptable in the document is the logic of
"disposable use of the neighbor and nature as a simple
substance that can be used and disposed of" ("Laudato
Si"..., 2019). One of the efficient ways to overcome the
ecological crisis is the responsible conduct of scientific
studies in the ecological field, because speculations at the
theoretical level can lead to undesirable consequences in
practical environmental protection activities and cause a
deterioration in the level of human activity in nature. The
document emphasizes the importance of implementing
various environmental programs that can influence the
daily behavior of a person in everyday life, creating a prac-
tical model of "holistic ecology”, which in the anthropologi-
cal dimension destroys the "logic of violence, extortion and
selfishness" ("Laudato Si"..., 2019).

On the basis of the above, it can be argued that the
anthropologically determined attitude to the natural envi-
ronment creates a specific ecological mentality that per-
mits to perceive the harmony of the natural environment
through the feeling of the connection between human life
and nature. Catholicism at the doctrinal level interprets the
concept of integral ecology, the concept of which requires
solving environmental problems in various spheres of hu-
man life by recognizing the close connection between en-
vironmental issues and social and humanitarian spheres
(Pryshliak, 2021: 115). The theoretical dimension of under-
standing the ecological mentality is the predominance of
the ontological factor over the consumer factor in the hier-
archy of human values. It is the ecological mentality that
makes it possible to deepen the attitude towards nature as
a gift from God, which generates not only the desire of man
to manage nature, but also the awareness that he is a part
of the environment and through cultural, aesthetic and re-
ligious contexts is able to find the roots of his own exist-
ence. In this vein, Pope Francis emphasizes that "the pro-
cesses of human society’s degradation occur in parallel
with the damage to the environment, and we will not be
able to help the destruction of nature if we do not pay at-
tention to the causes associated with the degradation of
man and society" ("Laudato Si "..., 2019). Therefore, hu-
man care for the environment should be connected not
only with human responsibility for nature, but also with hu-
man responsibility for a human. From the point of view of
the Catholic ecological concept, the situation when the
specified relationship "man - nature" loses its anthropocen-
tric nature is unacceptable. The acquired ecological men-
tality permits to adequately assess existing environmental
challenges, realizing that effective environmental protec-
tion activities are impossible without sustainable economic
development and the spread of the general idea of social
justice. This provides an appropriate balance between the
satisfaction of needs and the fulfillment of responsibilities
towards nature and permits in practice to realize such a
way of life, which will be based on the frugal consumption
of natural resources, capable of ensuring social and eco-
logically responsible well-being.

The main factor in the formation of ecological mentality
is the ecological outlook, the structure of which contains
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three constituent elements. The first is the intellectual ele-
ment, it is actually a system of generalized theoretical and
practical knowledge that reveals and substantiates the pe-
culiarities of the interaction of the world (society, humanity)
with the environment. The second is a motivational and
value element, the moral and ethical core of an individual,
which determines his environmental consciousness and
consists of judgments, beliefs and value priorities that are
revealed in practice during the interaction of the individual
with the environment. The third is a praxeological element
that is revealed through the daily activities of the individual
and his interaction with the objects and phenomena of the
environment. It should be noted that various priority values
that determine the interaction of the individual and nature
are a prerequisite for the emergence of various types of
ecological worldview, in particular anthropocentric and
ecocentric. A characteristic feature of the anthropocentric
type of ecological outlook is the emphasis on man as the
highest value of the entire ecosystem. In turn, the ecocen-
tric type focuses exclusively on ecological expediency,
which is realized through the interaction of civilization and
the biosphere. Potentially possible ways of developing this
interaction are alarmism, scientism and sustainable devel-
opment.

Under the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian war
since the full-scale invasion, the alarming scenario of hu-
man interaction with the surrounding natural environment
is embodied by the aggressor by committing numerous
crimes of ecocide. The most serious form of ecocide is mil-
itary, because it destroys not only the value of nature, but
also the values of the anthropological order, such as hu-
man dignity and freedom. According to Article 441 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine, ecocide is the mass destruction
of flora or fauna, poisoning of the atmosphere or water re-
sources, as well as the commission of other actions that
can cause an ecological disaster?.

Since the beginning of the full-scale invasion to
Ukraine, Russia has committed more than 2,500 environ-
mental crimes?.

Among the characteristic features of the ecocide that
took place as a result of the Russian invasion, the following
can be distinguished: the use of bombs and artillery in such
a quantity, density and size that directly deteriorate the
quality of the soil and increase the likelihood of diseases
dangerous for people, animals and agricultural crops; the
use of special equipment for the destruction of large areas
of forest or cropland for military purposes; forcible removal
of people and animals from their usual places of residence
to achieve military goals. In particular, the criminal actions
of the Russian aggressor regarding the undermining of the
Kakhov dam became, according to UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, "a colossal humanitarian, economic and
environmental disaster"s.

The subject of the ecocide crime is thus the purpose of
intentional damage to the natural environment by ignoring
the interaction between the biological and recreational po-
tential of the environment. Awareness of all the negative
consequences of an alarmist approach to such interaction,
which is provoked by the objective circumstances of mar-

1 Criminal Code of Ukraine: https://kodeksy.com.ua/krimi-
nal_nij_kodeks_ukraini /statja-441.htm

2 Russia has already committed 2,500 environmental crimes in
Ukraine, - Ministry of Reintegration.URL: ttps://Ib.ua/soci-
ety/2023/10/22/580697_rosiya_vzhe_vchinila_2500_ekologich-
nih.html

tial law, we consider necessary prerequisites for the for-
mation of an adequate, value-oriented ecological
worldview of citizens and the prevention of similar ecologi-
cal crises in the future.

Philosophical understanding of the possible achieve-
ment of harmony in the relationship between nature and
man is impossible without the education of ecological con-
sciousness, the practical result of which can be an increase
in the "ecological quality of life on a long-term basis bene-
ficial to humans" (Ivanchuk, 2020: 56). Therefore, the pro-
cess of continuous environmental education and upbring-
ing is important with the aim of not just retransmitting
knowledge about nature, but a possible actual transition to
an axiologically determined, and therefore responsible, en-
vironmental activity. Researcher S. Dziekonski, in the con-
text of the modern Catholic anthropological paradigm, con-
cludes that man himself must "...make a dwelling worthy of
man on Earth, and achieving this goal requires cooperation
with God the Creator" (Dziekonski, 2011). In the aforemen-
tioned encyclic "Laudato si" it is stated that people are
called to become God's instruments in caring for nature,
involving their own culture and experience, initiatives and
opportunities ("Laudato Si"..., 2019). The need to change
human behavior in relation to nature also arises because
people often misunderstand their own leading role in the
world. Humanity often turns care for creation into exces-
sive consumption of the gifts of nature, which is interpreted
by the Catholic ecological concept as a serious mistake:
"man mistakenly believes that he can arbitrarily dispose of
the gifts of nature according to his own will, not taking into
account the fact that each of God's creatures has its own
purpose” (loannes Paulus PP. Il, 1991). Excessive exploi-
tation of the natural environment has a negative impact on
human life on earth, as consumer culture spreads in this
way.

From the point of view of Catholic anthropocentrism,
the comprehensive embodiment of the relationship be-
tween man and nature is impossible without the primary
recognition of the dignity of the human person and the
overcoming of various moral and ethical crises in relation-
ships between people. A person's perception of another
form of being makes him capable of knowledge and dia-
logue with the created world of nature. Failure to accept it
is a de facto neglect of the anthropocentric paradigm,
which, according to the encyclic of Pope Francis, leads to
"romantic individualism hidden under the mask of environ-
mentalization” ("Laudato Si"..., 2019).

"Empathy, or sympathetic understanding of the slight
vulnerability of organic life" (Tereshkun, 2016: 224) is gain-
ing relevance in the modern humanitarian discourse. The
technocratic approach that governs modern civilization is
the direct reason that technology greatly simplifies the ma-
nipulation of human consciousness. Such a state of affairs
leads to the fact that a person ceases to understand nature
as a form of being, instead he perceives it exclusively in
utlitary way, as material for implemenation of his own ac-
tivity.

This leads to a weakening of the value of nature as
such and has serious ecological consequences. Ignoring

3 Voice of America. (2023, June 6). "A colossal humanitarian, eco-
nomic and ecological disaster." The world's reaction to the de-
struction of Kakhovska HPP Voice of America in Ukrainian.
https://ukrainian.voanews.com/a/gumanotarna-katastrofa-
ges/7125176.html
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the axiological-ontological aspect of the relationship be-
tween man and nature leads to consumerist anthropocen-
trism, which threatens, first of all, man himself, and, as a
result, nature. Man treats nature insufficiently responsibly,
guided by the economic principle of maximum production
and consumption of goods and services.

The Catholic anthropological paradigm is in clear oppo-
sition to modern technocratic and anti-humanist concepts,
primarily in an ideological sense, because they interpret
man exclusively as another form of being among many oth-
ers. From the point of view of modern philosophers S.
Khaytun, J. Schaeffer, B. Latour, "man is no longer the
main goal and result of evolution, he is only its intermediate
stage, another "evolutionary floor" on one of the branches
of the biological mutation of intelligent beings" (Tereshkun,
2016: 48).

The change of emphasis from anthropocentrism to bi-
ocentrism, from the point of view of the Catholic anthropo-
logical paradigm, levels the value of the human personal-
ity, since one cannot expect a person to actively participate
in solving environmental problems, while at the same time
not recognizing his deep connection with God, who en-
trusted him to order natural system. The change in the im-
age of man in foreign philosophies, the departure from the
Godlikeness of man gave birth to many new images with
the loss of bodily features. For example, representatives of
structuralism, poststructuralism, and postmodernism pre-
sent new images of man as an actor (M. Foucault), an au-
thor (R. Barthes), a person (Zh. Lipovetski). The devalua-
tion of a person and the neglect of his physicality as a nat-
ural basis can be found in T. Lear, who interprets a person
as a "cybernaut" and "cyber personality”, J. Deleuze — a
"body without organs”, J.-L. Nancy — "person-body", O. Lo-
sev — "person-text", H. Shchedrovytskyi — "person-vessel
for thought". Dehumanization of man is veiled under
posthumanism and its variant - transhumanism.

Nature is often perceived by modern scientists-techno-
crats exclusively as a system that must be known, ana-
lyzed and ordered without taking into account that each el-
ement of this system has its own value and meaning. That
is why the actualization of environmental issues should be
accompanied by the responsibility of a person who is
called to protect the natural environment and has the duty
to reveal his own potential as a "wise manager of the nat-
ural resource given to him by God" (Sheremeta, 2022: 5).
Only in this way can the world be saved from the illusion of
the need for constant man-made development, the victim
of which is the ecosystem, and this, as a result, threatens
the person himself. The above is an important part of the
integral ecological concept of Catholicism, which encour-
ages each person to harmonize his own lifestyle with the
laws of nature and environmental law. According to Pope
Francis, excessive relativism and consumerist ethics are
characteristic features of today. They are much more dan-
gerous than philosophically based theoretically relativistic
concepts (Domashnya tserkva, 2014). The basis for exces-
sive relativism is the total nature of technocratism, which
serves as a justification for the false postulate that natural
resources should serve exclusively socio-economic pro-
gress. The development of an integral ecological concept
of Catholicism raises the level of ecological conscious-
ness. In practice, this is realized through concern for the
real preservation of the biosphere, rare species of plants

4 (Earth Hour—2022: unite for the sake of Ukraine and the planet.
03/26/2022.  https://vodaif.gov.ua/godyna-zemli-2022-  ob-
yednatys-zarady-ukrayiny-ta-planety)
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and animals, even if it does not contribute to or directly
contradicts the real needs of socio-economic development,
which cannot be considered the meaning and purpose of
human existence.

M. Foht, a researcher of Catholic environmental edu-
cation and upbringing, notes that it is necessary to consti-
tute the sustainable development of man in harmony with
nature. It provides continuous environmental education,
characterized by the implementation of the following three
stages. The first — sensitivities — manifests itself in a careful
attitude to environmental conditions, which is the first step
to rethinking one's views on nature, correcting the system
of values and ways of behaving in relation to it. This stage
is especially relevant in the mechanized and urbanized
world, when a sensuous-aesthetic approach to nature is a
prerequisite for trying to deepen one's own relationship
with it. It is the sensitive perception of the environment that
enables an empathetic attitude to the surrounding world
and gradually transforms the personal hierarchy of values
in the direction of demarcation of its ecological vector. The
second — axiological — manifests itself in a meaningful un-
derstanding of the problematic connections between the
issues of environmental protection, sustainable economic
development and the realization of the idea of social jus-
tice. The integral ecological concept of Catholicism devel-
ops systemic thinking in the individual, which synthesizes
the scientific, ecological and socio-cultural spheres. As a
result of such a balance, living standards can be achieved
that are not focused on consumption, but on ecologically
responsible well-being. The third — competence — is mani-
fested in the fact that the acquired knowledge should en-
courage practical actions. The level of the implementation
efficiency of the integral ecological concept of Catholicism
is verified in the way in which it can change the consumer-
ist concept of people's lives, associated with excessive
consumption and production of material goods (Foht,
2022: 130).

The responsibility of science, education and the Church
in the ecological sphere is very high, given the need for
them to develop a moral and ethical concept that will help
to form areas of eco-life and eco-creation. A practical step
to preserve the environment can be considered one of the
initiatives of the Catholic Church, according to which a spe-
cial environmental campaign — "Earth Hour" has been in-
troduced. This action was first held in Sydney in 2007, and
in 2020, 152 countries of the world, including Ukraine,
joined it. In 2022, the action was held under the slogan
"Earth Hour—2022: unite for the sake of Ukraine and the
Planet”, for the sake of peace and well-being on the planet.
The civilized world understands that "without peace, it is
impossible to build a future in harmony with nature"4. Ac-
cording to the assistant secretary of state of the Vatican,
R. Bocardo, this is not just an attempt to save money, but
an opportunity to demonstrate one's environmental aware-
ness through joining efforts aimed at protecting the envi-
ronment (cite by: Pryshliak, 2021: 112).

The balanced development of man and the surround-
ing world, which is the goal of the Catholic anthropological
paradigm, is based on a stable moral and ethical founda-
tion, without denying the socio-economic and ecological
components. The edifice of sustainable development will
be "shaky and unreliable unless it is placed on a solid foun-
dation of “human ecology”, which is essentially moral"
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(Przybytowski, 2019). In the context of the integral ecolog-
ical concept of Catholicism, it is important to apply an effi-
cient mechanism of the environment ecological manage-
ment, characterized by two aspects: positive and negative.
According to the positive, the idea of management is useful
because it excludes the possibility of understanding man
as the owner of nature, instead emphasizing the responsi-
bility of man for the preservation of the environment. Ac-
cording to the negative, the managerial aspect involves
only the possibility of taking care of nature. Modern reality
proves that this is not enough, as it is necessary to practi-
cally improve the ecosystem in the process of creating a
harmonious and responsible coexistence of man and na-
ture (Przybytowski, 2019).

Under environmental responsibility, the integral ecolog-
ical concept of Catholicism understands human responsi-
bility for actions that have an impact on the quality of the
environment. In the "Compendium of the Catholic Church
Social Doctrine" it is stated: "The responsibility that rests
on man for all creation is manifested at various levels: in
personal daily life, in the use of technical means, natural
resources and energy sources. The environment cannot
be reduced to the level of an object of manipulation and
exploitation, at the same time without absolutizing its role
over the dignity of the human person" (Kompendium...,
2004). Such responsibility is interpreted in the document
as part of the integral responsibility of human civilization to
future generations, to whom we are obliged to hand over
the unbroken world inherited from our ancestors.

An important moral virtue, which is the basis of ecolog-
ical consciousness, is a person's awareness of gratitude
for the created world. From the point of view of the integral
ecological concept of Catholicism, moral virtue acts as a
decisive motivational factor in the process of preserving
the ecological system. As Pope Francis notes in the "Eco-
logical Encyclic", avoiding the ecological crisis is impossi-
ble "without the formation of an authentic human con-
science capable of overcoming any selfishness in the use
of natural resources" and promoting the development of
the human community as a fundamental part of the eco-
system ("Laudato Si"..., 2019). According to the researcher
of Catholic anthropology |. Dziedzic, the Christian under-
standing of ecology proves a logical connection: aware-
ness of the needs of the environment leads to a deeper
understanding of the needs of others, "excessive exploita-
tion of nature leads to the exploitation of other people”
(Dziedzic, 2019). In practice, ethicalization of ecological
consciousness is manifested in moderation and rejection
of gluttony and extravagance. In this way, a qualitatively
new ecological culture is formed, characterized by system-
aticity and an anthropologically determined axiological
foundation.

The formation of an ecological worldview occurs in
stages. The first stage involves the growth of empathy for
the natural environment, on the basis of which the neces-
sary adaptation of a person to nature takes place. At the
second stage, there is an understanding of the possibilities
of nature’s self-recovery after damage caused to it as a re-
sult of a utilitarian approach to the use of natural resources.
The third stage of worldview formation involves the appli-
cation in practice of the ecological culture of work and con-
sumption of the gifts of the environment. In this way, civil
responsibility for the state of the environment is imple-
mented, which is part of the pro-ecological position of re-

sponsible members of society, formed thanks to the suc-
cessful implementation of the integral ecological concept
of Catholicism.

The main characteristics of ecological culture are the
conscious perception of nature by man and the strength-
ening of personal responsibility for activities related to the
transformation of the natural environment, as well as the
fact that this responsibility must necessarily have a rational
nature. Accordingly, ecological ethics develops into an
ecological mentality, the theoretical dimension of under-
standing of which is the predominance of the desire for ex-
istence over the desire for possession. Ecological mental-
ity permits to experience authentic joy from organic coop-
eration with nature, and not relay the possibility of realizing
negative ecological scenarios.

A morally based positive emotional and aesthetic ap-
proach to the perception of the environment is able to ac-
tualize the responsible attitude of a person to natural exist-
ence. This approach is approved by the Catholic Church at
the doctrinal level. In particular, the "Catechism of the
Catholic Church" states that "the beauty of the universe,
the order and harmony of the created world arise from the
variety of essential connections that exist between them.
Man discovers these connections gradually, like the laws
of nature. They cause his wonder and admiration, which
are the inner basis for harmony with nature" (Katekhyzm...,
1992).

The causes of the ecological crisis are a lack of outlook
and reluctance to make responsible decisions about
changing the usual lifestyle, which includes certain re-
strictions. Actually, the worldview causes of the ecological
crisis are: first, incorrect use of equipment and technolo-
gies that cause interference in the ecosystem without pre-
dicting possible negative consequences; secondly, the ab-
solutization of the positive aspects of scientific and techno-
logical progress, which is expressed in unlimited faith in the
possibility of solving any problems based on the use of its
achievements. As a result, this leads to the leveling of eco-
logical values and the excessive promotion of economic
priorities; thirdly, ethical relativism, as a result of the culti-
vation of which a person loses an emotional-sensual ap-
proach to nature and becomes indifferent to environmental
problems (Pryshliak, 2021: 110).

The positive transformation of views on the interaction
of man and nature requires a fundamental rethinking of the
basic elements of ecological consciousness. The main
trend of personality development is the step-by-step imple-
mentation of the ideas and principles of the realized inte-
gral ecological concept of Catholicism. In this way, the en-
vironmental quality of life will be improved on a long-term
basis that is beneficial for people, which is an urgent need
of humanity in general. For this purpose, the vector of the
integral ecological concept of Catholicism must be directed
to the preservation and reproduction of the environment.
This will enable not a simple retransmission of ecological
knowledge, but an actual transition to an anthropological,
axiologically conditioned and therefore responsible ecolog-
ical activity.

A marker of the above concept’s implementation is the
achievement of balanced development, which consists in
the possibility of meeting the current socio-economic
needs of humanity in such a way as not to limit the possi-
bility of stable development of future generations. An es-
sential element of this development is "its viability in the
future, which depends on the effective ecological correc-
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tion of economic growth, which will ensure the further pro-
gress of human civilization based on the synthesis of eco-
logical, social and economic factors" (Kompendium...,
2004). Environmental protection and socio-economic
growth are simultaneously in differential and complemen-
tary relations. This direction of environmental education
and upbringing is implemented on the basis of the anthro-
pocentric paradigm in both individual and social spheres.
Affirmation of personality in the context of Catholic anthro-
pocentrism does not contradict the autonomous good of
living organisms of a lower order, which do not possess
consciousness, reason, and therefore the ability to create
scientific, cultural and generally civilizational achieve-
ments. At the core of the integral ecological concept of Ca-
tholicism is the understanding of the self-worth of the nat-
ural world, for the preservation of which restrictions on the
use of environmental resources are necessary. After all,
future generations have the right to live in a properly func-
tioning ecosystem, at least in the state in which we exist.
Degradation of the environment worsens the quality of life,
endangering the proper conditions for the psychophysical
development of a person. In order to avoid this threat, the
idea of ecological development should be reflected, in-
creasing the level of vulnerability to human activity in rela-
tion to nature, developing the necessary competencies for
active participation in environmental protection activities at
the local, regional and global levels.

Conclusions

Thus, on the basis of the analysis of the Catholicism
modern ecological concept, its specific nature was re-
vealed, which consists in the integration of axiological, eco-
nomic, social and humanitarian factors of human life. The
essential elements of the ecological crisis from the point of
view of the integral ecological concept of Catholicism are
primarily a moral problem, which manifests itself in the
thoughtless, selfish use in practice of the scientific and
technical progress gains and a consumerist approach to
the ecosystem, which in the future can completely destroy
it. The factors causing the dehumanistic attitude of man to-
wards nature are determined. Itis proved that the structural
elements of the integral ecological concept of Catholicism
are: ecological culture based on the philosophical princi-
ples of personalism, ecological consciousness, which is
embodied through the formation of ecological conscience,
ecological mentality, which enables the balanced develop-
ment of man in the ecosystem. The integral ecological con-
cept of Catholicism is based on the moral and ethical prin-
ciples of empathy and harmony between man and the en-
vironment. The axiological factors of this concept are:
firstly, ecological culture, which in the Catholic anthropo-
centric interpretation permits highlighting the importance of
nature as such, and not as material for utilitarian use. The
implementation of this culture directly depends on system-
atic environmental education, taking into account reli-
giously determined norms; secondly, ecological conscious-
ness, which is embodied through the cultivation of ecolog-
ical conscience, aimed at leveling any forms of selfishness
in the use of natural resources. Thanks to ecological
awareness, the understanding that vulnerability to the
needs of the environment enables a deeper understanding
of people's needs is actualized,; thirdly, an ecological men-
tality, as a result of its implementation, a balanced human
development in an ecosystem based on a strong moral and
ethical foundation becomes possible. In practice, this men-
tality is implemented through the mechanisms of efficient
ecological management of the environment.
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Cy4acHuiA NocTyn NMoACbKOI UMBInNi3auii, akTUBHUIA PO3BUTOK TEXHIKW | TEXHONONiN, iHTerpaLisi B NIOACHKE XUTTS LUTYY-
HOrO IHTENEeKTY akTyani3yloTb BaXNMBICTb BiANOBIAI HA NUTAHHSA, KO Mae ByTU eKonoriyHa KOHUEMNUist KaTonuumMamMy sk
YaCTUHM KaTONMULBKOI aHTpononoriyHoi napagurmu. MNigcuntoe akTyanbHICTb EKONOriYHOT NpobnemMaTnku LWnpokomMacLuTa-
OHa BillHa, Ska Hece HN3Ky ekokaTacTpod He TiMbKX Ha TEPUTOPIT YKpaiHW, a 1 NOLIMPIOETLCS Aaneko 3a il Mexi. Y craTTi
poO3rnsaaeTbcs HEOOXiAHICTb hinocodcbKoi pednekcii WnsAxiB BUXOAY i3 Cy4acHOi eKOMOrivyHOI Kpr3n Yepes BKITIOYEHHSI
€KOMNOriYHOT KOHLeNUji y nepcoHanicTMYHO 3yMOBIEHY KaTONULbKY aHTPOMNonoriyHy napagurmy. Meta gocnifXeHHs — po-
3KpUTU cneundiky eKONOoriYHOI KOHLUEenNUii KaToNMUM3My B KOHTEKCTi KaTONMLbKOT aHTPOMNOSOrivyHOT napagnrmm Ta ii edpek-
TUBHICTb Y NOAOMAaHHI Cy4acHOi eKonoriyHoi kpuan. [ns peanisauii MeTU po3kpuTo, No-nepiue, 3amMiCT aHTPOMNOLEHTPU3MY
KaTonuubKOi aHTPOMNOMOriYHOI MapaanrMu; Mo-Apyre, akCionoriYyHWM BUMIP KaTONMMWUBKOI €KOMOriYHOI napagurmu; no-
TpeTe, iMNnemMeHTaLito akcionoriYHoro, eKOHOMIYHOro, couianbHOro Ta ryMaHiTapHOro hakTopiB Y KaTONMMULbKY €KOSOriYHy
KOHLLENLjito; No-4eTBepTe, €Tn3auilo eKonoriyHoi ceigomMocTi. MeToaonoriyHOK OCHOBOK CTaTTi € repMEHEBTUYHMN, Bixe-
BIOPMCTCBbKMIA, KOMNAPaTMBICTCbKNI Ta CUCTEMHO-CTPYKTYPHWIN METOAM HAyKOBOIO 3HaHHS. EnemeHTamm HaykoBoi HOBU-
3HU €, No-nepLue, noganblUMi NOrnMGNEeHUA PO3BUTOK EKOMNONYHOT KOHLEMNLT KaToNUUM3My 3 O3HaKamu iHTerpanbHOCTI,
no-gpyre, 0COBUCTICHO 3yMOBMEHUM MOLLYK YCBIAOMMEHOrO LUNAXY NMOAOMNAaHHA Cy4acHOi €KOMOrivyHOI Kpu3u, no-TpeTe,
noetanHe chopMyBaHHsi EKOJOrNYHOro CBITOrMNsAy 0COOMCTOCTI, L0 BKMOYAE 3pOCTaHHA emnaTii 40 NPUPOAHOro cepeno-
BMLLA, OCMUCIIEHHSI MOXIMBOCTEW BifHOBNEHHS NPMPOAM BHACNIAOK YTUMiTapHOro nigxoay Ao ii pecypcis.

KntoyoBi cnoBa: UinicHa ekonoriyHa KoHUEenNUis KaTonuumnaMy, ekouma, Katonviubka aHTponosoriyHa napagurma, eko-
norivyHa KynbTypa, eKosioriyHa CBiJOMICTb, €KOMNOriYHa MEHTANbHICTb, EKONOriYHa Kpr3a, eKOSOriYHi BUKIMKMN.
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