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ABSTRACT
The article offers a study of the bioethical discourse regarding the value of life

through the prism of conceptualizing the main approaches to the study of this phenom-
enon. It is noted that with all the diversity of approaches that demonstrate a wide range
of views on the value of life, the modern bioethical discourse combines the ideas of
scientific research, the dogmatics of religious doctrines and the basic principles of moral
imperatives, which are interpreted in a civilized society in the context of medico-biolog-
ical problems of life preservation and reproduction, as well as determining its value. This
combination is far from being eclectic. It synthesizes the main achievements of scien-
tific, religious and ethical thought and extrapolates them to the problem of human life,
which is a unique phenomenon that should be separated into a specific system of moral
norms and imperatives of human activity. The article notes that in modern conditions
the bioethical discourse is concentrated around the axiological paradigm in the study of
living beings. All the diversity of viewpoints is proposed to be grouped into two main
approaches: the ethics of the sacredness (sanctity) of life and the the quality of life eth-
ics. The conceptualization of these two main approaches permits to consider all the
diversity of views on the value of life in the context of bioethical discourse as a system-
atized set of views, which contributes to the creation of an appropriate scientific research
situation and will contribute to the deepening of scientific studies on the specified sub-
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Introduction

Bioethics recognizes life in any of its biological mani-
festations as the highest value. An important problem that
arises as a result of fixing such a bioethical position is the
life value problem of the Other. In the modern world, when
medicine increasingly uses the latest technologies for life
support and extension, and ethics introduces the idea of
the integral nature and significance of the human person-
ality, bioethics, in fact, appears as a new ethics based on
modern concepts of human philosophy (Filosofs'ki zasady
medychnoyi teoriyi i praktyky, 2018).

Modern bioethical discourse combines the ideas of sci-
entific research, the dogmatics of religious doctrines, and
the basic principles of moral imperatives, which are inter-
preted in a civilized society in the context of medical and
biological problems of preserving and reproducing life, as
well as determining its value.

This combination is far from being eclectic. It synthe-
sizes the main achievements of scientific, religious and
ethical thought and extrapolates them to the problem of hu-
man life, which is a unique phenomenon that should be
separated into a specific system of moral norms and im-
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peratives of human activity (everyday, professional-medi-
cal, research). Thus, bioethics not only expands the tradi-
tional field of ethics, but also becomes a basis for revising
the basic principles of morality.

The problematic situation is that the world is currently
faced with a moral choice in the context of the development
and improvement of the latest technologies related to the
moral choice regarding the preservation of human life and
health. These areas include genetic engineering, cloning
and immunotherapy. These technologies raise serious
guestions about the ethics of interfering with the natural or-
der of things and the individual's right to uniqueness. The
development of new treatment methods introduces new
ethical challenges related to safety and environmental con-
sequences.

The new ethics of modern life and human health in-
volves a deep consideration of these issues, ensuring jus-
tice, security, inclusiveness and respect for human rights
in all aspects of our lives. It contributes to the health and
well-being of society by helping to solve complex problems
in the dynamic socio-ethical context of the modern world.
The concepts of sanctity and quality of life are the concep-
tual foundations of such "new ethics".
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That is why, the purpose of our study is to systematize
and substantiate approaches and views regarding the is-
sue of the value of human existence through the prism of
conceptualizing approaches regarding sanctity and quality
of life.

Research methods

The research methodology is based on the basic prin-
ciples The value of life as a scientific problem is tradition-
ally considered within the framework of medical and bio-
logical sciences. At the same time, the concept of life as
an ontological category is the subject of various philosoph-
ical doctrines and concepts. Quite frequently, the result of
such studies is bringing the concept of life into the axiolog-
ical plane. This phenomenon manifests itself most crea-
tively in the religious-philosophical discourse, which re-
quires additional research effort to develop approaches to
systematizing and conceptualizing the main fields that
study the value of life in the bioethical discourse.

Results and Discussion of the research

Currently, the research situation demonstrates a vari-
ety of approaches that embrace the interpretation of the
sanctity or quality of life as a dominant ethical paradigm in
the general bioethical discussion on determining the rules
of attitude towards life in general, and human life in partic-
ular (Horban, Martych, 2020a: 101-102). These issues fo-
cus around the problem of sufficient reasons to recognize
any manifestation of living existence as valuable, the re-
quirements to respect each of its manifestations, and the
way of expressing and presenting this value. From this fol-
lows the following ethical disposition - whether life is the
highest good, and death, accordingly, absolute evil;
whether possible intervention in the life process is ethical
and what are the limits of such intervention. Based on dif-
ferent foundations and obtaining different conclusions, re-
searchers have formed two bioethical traditions in relation
to the value of life, which have conventionally received the
names of the concept of "sanctity of life" and the concept
of "quality of life" (Horban, Martych, 2022a: 87-96). It
should also be noted about the diverse corpus of sources
in philosophical and other scientific literature, which is in-
volved in this discussion. It includes both specifically philo-
sophical literature on moral and ethical subjects, as well as
research in the field of biology, medicine, biotechnology,
and even the latest research on digitalization and virtual
reality. On the other hand, literature on religious and ethical
subjects, which represents a unique perspective of under-
standing the value of life, endows it with divine features
("the image and he similarity of God", the result of divine
providence, etc.), was widely used in this discussion. As a
result, we get two conceptual approaches that differ both
in focusing on separate aspects of a single object of re-
search, and in fundamentally different approaches to the
goals and meaning of human existence (for example, life
as suffering is one of the dominant Christian religious dog-
mas). Adherents of one or another approach accuse oppo-
nents of dehumanization, violation of moral laws or cus-
tomary order. Instead, they declare themselves almost the
only "defenders of man" (Sleczek-Czakon, 2004: 233).

Le’s pay attention to each of the conceptual ap-
proaches. The concept of sanctity of life has its main prin-
ciples related to religious postulates. Even in ancient times,
philosophy began to investigate the problem of the value
of life. But it was then that a religious view of this problem
was perceived as the only possible one (Horban, Martych,
2020b: 3-10). Life was recognized as a holy sacred act,

CX14 Tom 4 (2) 2023

O. Horban, R. Martych (O.lop6aHb, P. MapTuy)

from the moment of its birth and throughout the entire cycle
of its existence. The sanctity of life demonstrates a prop-
erty that gives its object exceptional significance, con-
trasting it with the profane, earthly.

In particular, E. Durkheim considered the main feature
of the sacred to be its separation, inviolability, the absolute
opposite of something ordinary. A higher power touches
the sacred and endows it with its properties, so holiness is
a higher rank of being, the divine fullness of life (Durkheim,
1954: 105-110). The outstanding modern philosopher
M. Eliade singles out such signs of the sacred as power,
inviolability and fullness of being, which emphasize the ex-
clusive "authenticity" of this form of living being. According
to the researcher, an object that encounters the manifes-
tation of the sacred absorbs its power, deepens into reality,
allows to participate in the fullness of life (Eliade, 2001: 19).

The idea of sanctity of life recognizes the inviolability,
uniqueness and value of every life. This approach is fre-
qguently associated with moral and religious beliefs and the
belief that life is a sacred and unpredictable gift that should
be respected and cherished. Key aspects of the sanctity of
life concept include respect for life as a universal human
value. Regardless of status, religion or social position,
every person has the right to life and respect for his life.
The sanctity of life emphasizes the inadmissibility of killing
or harming an innocent person.

This applies not only to a physical threat, but also to a
threat to spiritual, emotional or social security. On the other
hand, respect for the end of life is cultivated. The concept of
the sanctity of life can include respect for the right to die with
dignity, as well as respect for old age and those experienc-
ing serious illness. A special field of conceptualizing the
sanctity of life is the development of ethical norms of medical
practices. The corresponding formed ideas influence deci-
sions in such medical fields as euthanasia, abortion, termi-
nating life by artificial means or the use of medical means
that can affect the quality and length of patients’ life.

A new field of conceptualizing this doctrine is the so-
called ecological sanctity of life. In this context, the concept
of the life’s sanctity extends its moral and ethical ap-
proaches to the natural environment, calling for respect for
all living beings on Earth and for the preservation of biodi-
versity.

This approach in bioethics is most vividly and fully rep-
resented by modern religious discourse. In this context, it
should also be noted that, taking into account the presence
of scientific inconsistencies of an ethical and legal nature
in views on the problem of "living" in the context of scientific
and technological progress, a return to the syncretic foun-
dations of human knowledge, to sense as wisdom, in which
rational and cognitive is related to practical philosophy. In
this sense, the principles of bioethics resonate with the
postulates of representatives of the Christian church.
Which, in turn, determines the fact that a significant part of
the modern bioethical discourse is occupied by the dis-
course of modern Christian theology, which has its special
manifestations in various currents of Christianity. Such fea-
tures of mutual discursive synthesis are revealed, first of
all, in the affirmation of the objective ontological status of
the human personality by Christian personalism. Secondly,
in the teachings of Christian theologians who affirm the
beauty and righteousness of life created by God, while na-
ture and man in it are understood as something sacred,
and therefore the actions caused against them are sinful
and unacceptable. Thirdly, the basis of human life is rooted
in the spiritual world of the person himself, correlated with
divine transcendence (Horban, Martych, 2018: 98-99).
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Christian personalism as a philosophical and theological
approach considers the individual as the central object of
moral and theological reflection. In Christian personalism,
the human personality has a special ontological status,
which is considered as objectively existing and inseparable
from human nature. The central idea of this teaching is the
view of man as "Imago Dei" - that is, created in the "image
and similarity of God", who has a mortal physical body and
an immortal soul. Based on this uniqueness of man, the
important characteristics of the human personality, from
the point of view of Christian personalism, are independ-
ence, own dignity and rights that must be protected. Peo-
ple have moral freedom of choice and the opportunity to
answer for their actions before God and the community. A
person is morally responsible for his actions and choices,
which makes him the object of moral judgments. In the con-
text of Christian personalism, a person is considered not
just a social or biological object, but also a person who has
a unique natural gift, but, at the same time, a need for love,
mutual understanding and justice in the modern world.

The sacredness of human life in the teachings of Chris-
tian theologians manifests itself, first of all, as the beauty
and righteousness of life. They are seen as an expression
of inner harmony, divine order and justice in the world cre-
ated by Him. Hence, the opposite phenomena of the exist-
ence of life — sinfulness and ugliness — are manifestations
of the anti-divine essence, which manifests itself in those
aspects of life where a person gets rid of moral impera-
tives, loses spiritual union with God, which leads to the de-
sacralization of life and the corresponding punishment for
the fall into sin.

A special manifestation of the sanctity of life in the
Christian religious discourse should be considered the abil-
ity of a person (more precisely, the spiritual world created
by him) to comprehend divine transcendence. This idea in-
dicates that the inner essence of a person, his soul or con-
sciousness, has a direct connection with the worlds of the
spiritual and supernatural, including God or other higher
realities. At the same time, the human soul is considered
as part of a separate spiritual reality, which is both imma-
nent (present in everything) and transcendent (beyond the
boundaries of the natural world).

Having a religious origin, the concept of the sanctity of
life functions only under the condition of openness to the
transcendent, that is, the belief in the existence of a certain
force or factor that surpasses the usual, earthly or visible
order. According to Ch. Taylor, such openness implies a
certain anthropomorphism, when objects external to a per-
son are understood in relation to him. At the same time, the
problem of the relationship and connection between the
mind and the body turns out to be unthinkable, since the
latter does not acquire the degree of objectification charac-
teristic of the modern and postmodern worldview, and the
mind, on the contrary, is subjectivized. It is about a special
way of world perception and interpretation as "a state of
the life-world, when what we might call an interpretation of
the moral/spiritual is experienced not as an interpretation,
but as an immediate reality" (Taylor, 2013: 30).

The concept of "quality of life" looks more acceptable
and popular in modern bioethics, as it has more widely and
deeply accepted ethical and ontological theories. On the
other hand, unlike adherents of the sacredness of life,
whose main representatives today are religious groups,
the idea of quality of life meets the demands of modern
liberal society.

The concept of quality of life covers a wide range of
factors and indices that affect the general level of satisfac-
tion and well-being of people. This concept includes such
aspects as physical health, emotional well-being, eco-
nomic security, social relations, education, access to cul-
tural resources and others.

The main idea of the concept of quality of life is that true
happiness and satisfaction in a person's life depend not
only on material goods, but also on such factors as the
quality of the social environment, opportunities for self-re-
alization and satisfaction of personal needs, the level of
education and cultural development, access to healthy liv-
ing conditions and many other aspects.

Quality of life assessment can be used to compare the
level of well-being and satisfaction in different population
groups, in different countries or in different socio-economic
groups. Various indicators are used to measure the quality
of life, such as indices of health, education, income, unem-
ployment, access to basic services, and others.

Quality of life is traditionally understood as "...the de-
gree to which an individual is healthy, comfortable, able to
participate in life events or enjoy them [...]. Quality of life is
seen as multidimensional, encompassing emotional, phys-
ical, material and social well-being' (Jenkinson, 2023). In
bioethics, the concept of quality of life permits solving many
practical questions related to life and death. Among them,
it helps to single out the position regarding the permissibil-
ity of shortening life by euthanasia or abortion. A clear un-
derstanding of the term affects actions related to birth con-
trol through contraception, sterilization, artificial termina-
tion of pregnancy or abstinence from sexual cohabitation.
The content of the concept determines the justification of
interventions in human biological nature by means of ge-
netic engineering, cloning, artificial insemination, and
forms the appropriate social policy in the field of demogra-
phy, ecology, and health care (Reich, 1978: 829-831).

The conceptualization of the quality of life in the bioeth-
ical discourse covers various aspects related to the as-
sessment and definition of what makes life valuable and
high-quality, especially in the field of medicine and bioeth-
ics. This concept is based on the understanding that the
quality of life should be preserved and improved, and that
it depends on such factors as physical and mental health,
social and economic situation, relationships with loved
ones, access to medical services and many others.

In the bioethical discourse, conceptualizing quality of
life becomes an important factor in making ethical deci-
sions regarding medical treatment, diagnosis, palliative
care, and euthanasia. It is important to know how to assess
and take into account the individual needs and preferences
of patients, as well as to take into account ethical, legal and
socio-cultural aspects.

Conceptualizing the quality of life is also related to ed-
ucation and research aimed at the development of innova-
tive methods and approaches to improving people's lives.
It becomes the basis for the development of efficient strat-
egies and programs aimed at ensuring a quality life for all
people, regardless of their health status.

Within the framework of this system of views, there is
an attempt to introduce into the modern bioethical dis-
course, along with the concept of "organism life" and its
synonyms in this series, "body life", "biological life", a spe-
cial concept - "personal life". With this approach, the con-
cept of "life of the body" is only a basic condition for a
higher qualitative level in the materiality of the "living" - "life
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of the individual". And if a given human organism lacks cer-
tain qualities, then there is an opportunity to deny such a
life a moral status, that is, in relation to a person as an in-
dividual.

Among the attempts to define those qualities that can
be a criterion for the difference between biological life and
the life of an individual, the opinion is of interest belonging
to the American bioethicist Mary Warren, who believes that
to include anyone in the moral community of individuals,
such qualities are necessary as: consciousness, reason,
independent activity, self-awareness and ability to com-
municate (Warren, 2001: 457-458).

The specificity of the concept of "quality of life" is that,
along with objective criteria, it includes subjective criteria,
which are understood as physical, mental and social well-
being. The totality of these factors constitutes the dis-
course of health. Then "low-quality life" should be recog-
nized as a disease. However, there are enormous difficul-
ties in such identification, as perceptions of what consti-
tutes a “good quality of life” during which, for example, a
particular type of treatment can vary widely among patients
and the medical community (Bowling, 2001: 12).

Therefore, the concept of "quality of life" in the modern
bioethical discourse needs further reflection and research.
Nevertheless, it has already become one of the main cate-
gories of medical ethics, especially when discussing such
states of "living beings" as "health”, "disease", "pathology",
"norm". In addition, the quality of life idea is an important
characteristic of the modern medical and ethical discourse,
which permits clarifying the purpose of medical interven-
tion for the "good" of the patient, as well as taking into ac-
count not only a purely clinical perspective, but also the
patient's point of view (Horban, Martych, 2022b: 63- 69).

Conclusions

National expressions of patriotism of the Ukrainian
army are based on the archetypes of "Clan", "Father",
"Mother", "Family". The archetype of the mother-protector
in the Christian era receives a new embodiment in the im-
age of the Mother of God as the heavenly protector of the
entire human race. One of the varieties of a woman-
mother’s archetype in Ukrainian spiritual culture is Mother
Nature, which transforms into the archetype of Mother
Earth, which in turn is transferred to the paradigm of the
native land - "Nenka-Ukraine", creating the archetype of
the Motherland. Therefore, the vital content of the concepts
"Temple" and "Home" determines the main existential as-
pects of national life.

The Orthodox tradition of military chaplaincy is based
on the spiritual union of Cossacks and monasticism during
the liberation struggle. Later, the formation of the Ukrainian
military clergy was closely connected with the Greek Cath-
olic Church, which at that time had the greatest experience
in moral and spiritual support of the Ukrainian national lib-
eration struggle participants in the western Ukrainian
lands. On the basis of the positive experience of the lead-
ing world’s countries, an own system of professional train-
ing and education of personnel was created, which was
based on defining principles: national dignity, patriotism,
Christian morality, fidelity to the oath, fidelity to military
duty.

Based on the positive experience of the leading coun-
tries of the world, the activities of military chaplains in the
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Armed Forces of Ukraine are primarily aimed at providing
spiritual assistance to servicemen, increasing their morale,
endurance in the conditions of military service (especially
during combat operations), providing psychological sup-
port to personnel, promoting harmony of military teams.
The formation of an educational ideal as the goal of patri-
otic education involves deepening the feeling of love for the
Motherland, understanding of national identity. In the con-
ditions of a global threat to national security, the essence
of the pastoral activity of military chaplains should be fo-
cused on the education of highly patriotic feelings and
fighting spirit based on the moral and spiritual potential of
the religious and cultural heritage of the Ukrainian people.
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B cTatTi nponoHyeTbcs gocnimkeHHs 6ioe TMYHOTro AUCKYPCY CTOCOBHO LIHHOCTI XXUTTS Yepes Npuamy KoHLenTyanisauii
OCHOBHMX NiAXOAIB 4O BMBYEHHA AaHOro peHoMeHa. 3a3HayaeTbCs, WO Npy BCbOMY Pi3HOMAaHITTI Nigxoais, siki 4EMOH-
CTPYHOTb LUMPOKMIA CNEKTP NOMMSAAIB Ha LiHHICTb XUTTH, cyYacHUn 6ioeTnyHMIn guckypc noegHye B cobi inei HaykoBmx fo-
cnigXeHb, 4OrMaTUKY PenirinHUX AOKTPUH Ta OCHOBHI 3acagy MoparnbHUX iMnepaTuBiB, AKi iIHTEPNPETYITLCA B LUBINI30-
BaHOMY CYyCMiNbCTBI B KOHTEKCTI MeAMKO-6ioNoriyHMX Npobnem 36epexXeHHst Ta BiGTBOPEHHS XUTTS, @ TAKOX BU3HAYEHHS
noro uiHHOCTI. Lle noegHaHHA HOCUTL Janeko He eKNekTUYHWUIA xapakTep. BOHO CMHTe3ye OCHOBHI OCATHEHHS HaYyKOBOI,
penirinHoi Ta eTMYHOT AYMKU Ta eKCTPanomtoe iX Ha Npobnemy NACHLKOro XUTTH, Ake BUCTYNAae YHikarbHUM (heHOMEHOM,
Lo nignsrae BUOKPEMIIEHHIO B cneundiyHy cuctemMy MopanbHUX HOPM Ta iMnepaTusiB MOACBKOI AianbHOCTI. B cTtatTi
Bij3HAYa€TbCS, LU0 B Cy4aCHMX ymoBax 6i0eTUYHUIA AUCKYPC KOHLIEHTPYETLCS HABKOMO aKCioNoriyHOT NnapagurMy y BYEHHi
npo xuBe. Bce pi3HOMaHITTsi TO4OK 30py NMPOMOHYETLCS 3rpynyBaTh B BA OCHOBHI MiAXOAM: €TUKa CakparnbHOCTi (CBATOCTI)
XUTTA Ta eTuka AKocTi xuTTa. KoHuenTyanisauis umMx BOX OCHOBHUX MiAXoAiB A03BOMSE po3rnsgaTi BCe Pi3HOMaHITTS
NOrMsiAiB Ha LiHHICTb XUTTS B KOHTEKCTi Bi0€TUYHOrO OUCKYPCY SIK CMCTEMATM30BaHy CYKYMHICTb MOrnsagiB, WO Cnpusie
CTBOPEHHIO BifMNOBIAHOI CUTYaL|ii HayKOBOro MOLLYKy Ta CNpUATMME MOrMUONEeHHI0 HayKOBUX AOCHIMKEHb i3 3a3Ha4YeHoi
TeMaTUKN.
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